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INSIDE 
THIS WEEK: Local Races 

to be decided 
in Georgia’s 

2026 Primary
By Tim Franzén

News Observer Reporter
The following candidates 

haYe Tualified Ior 'ool\ Coun-
t\ Commissioner and School 
Board seats in Georgia’s Pri-
mar\ (lection 0a\ ��th in 
'ool\ Count\. Commission-
er ² 'istrict Iour ,ncumEent 
'emocrat 7imoth\ 5. 5oEinson 
and Commissioner 'istrict two 
,ncumEent 5eSuElican 'aYid 
0i[on will Ee on the Eallot. 
7he %oard oI (ducation 'is-

trict Iour 0a\ �� election will 
Ieature 'emocrat (ddie Cl\de 

$lmond, Sr. who Tualified to run 
Ior that seat. 
7he %oard oI (ducation 'is-

trict two election 0a\ �� will 
haYe 'emocrat Sharal 0sShell 
<oung and 5eSuElican 0ichael 
)letcher Iacing oII. 7hat seat 
is currentl\ Eeing occuSied E\ 
1orman 'e[ter, Sr. 
Advance voting for the General 

Primar\ (lection will Ee 0on-
da\, $Sril ���)rida\, 0a\ ��. 
Georgia’s ���� Primar\ is 0a\ 
�� and Solls will Ee oSen at all 
oI the local Srecincts Irom ���� 
a.m.����� S.m. that da\.

Join in the 
Celebration 

Reception as FA 
Honors Retiring 

Educator 
“Miss Jan” Peavy

Contributed
)or the Sast �� ô \ears, ´0issµ 

-an PeaY\ has Eeen a true Sillar 
oI the )ullington $cadem\ Iam-
il\. +er dedication, warmth, and 
unwaYering commitment haYe 
leIt a lasting imSact on genera-
tions of students and colleagues 
alike. 
´0issµ -an Eegan her career as 

an educator in ����, teaching 
3rd grade at Fullington Acad-
em\. $Iter her first \ear she 
steSSed awa\ Irom the class-
room to Iocus on raising her 
growing Iamil\, sSending the 
\ears until ���� at home. 
$s Iate would haYe it, her Mour-

ne\ with )ullington $cadem\ 
was Iar Irom oYer. :hen the oS-
Sortunit\ arose to helS launch 
the )ullington $cadem\ Learn-

ing Center, ´0issµ -an’s name 
came to mind. She eagerl\ reen-
tered into education, emEracing 
the role with the same Sassion 
and dedication that would define 
her career Ior decades to come. 
Since that time, 0iss -an has 

IaithIull\ serYed the students 
and Iamilies oI )ullington $cad-
em\, Eecoming not Must a teach-
er, Eut a mentor, role model, and 
a EeloYed Sresence in the school 
communit\. )ullington $cad-
em\ would like to e[tend an 
inYitation to all current and Sast 
students�coworkers�Iamilies to 
celeErate 0iss -an’s retirement. 
$ droS�in celeEration will Ee 
held )rida\, $Sril �� Irom ���� 
S.m.����� S.m. in the )$ lunch-
room.

Café 41 Hosts First Community 
Care Conversation on Health Issues

Photo Contributed 
RN Cyndi Mercer and Dr. Alicia Register.

By Cyndi Garrison
2ur first Communit\ Care 

ConYersation with CaIp �� 
was held 7hursda\, 0arch �� 
at ���� S.m. 7he discussion Io-
cused on colon cancer, diaEetes, 
and kidne\ health. 7he SurSose 
of starting these conversations 
is to helS SeoSle Eetter under-
stand the resources available 
through state and local agen-
cies. $s healthcare costs contin-

ue to rise, it’s imSortant to com-
Sare oStions such as the cost oI 
Elood tests, routine Sh\sicals, 
and vaccines through insurance 
Yersus local health centers. 
C\ndi 0ercer led the con-

Yersation alongside 'r. $licia 
5egister, a surgeon at CrisS 
0edical. 7he ke\ takeawa\ was 
simSle� Ee intentional aEout 
\our health. Small changes like 
eating Eetter, e[ercising regu-

larl\, and sta\ing h\drated can 
make a Eig diIIerence. PreYen-
tion is SossiEle. 2ne oI the most 
imSortant things to come out oI 
the discussion was to talk oSen-
l\ with \our Iamil\ aEout health 
histor\, not Must with Sarents, 
Eut also with \our children.
 5egarding colon cancer, 'r. 

New Splash Pad in Unadilla 
Is, “Gonna be Amazing.”

Photo Contributed 
By Mayor Myron Mixon � 7his is what our new sSlash Sad in 8nadilla will look like. Gonna Ee 

ama]ing. 7ime to start Euilding e[citement Ior the summer.  

Council Receives 
Update on ‘Homestead 

Option Sales Tax’
By Tim Franzén

News Observer Reporter
0a\or Connie Christmas 

under old business discussed 
SroSert\ ta[ +% ����, ´7hat 
was ultimatel\ Yoted down. 7he 
one that dealt with eliminating 
SroSert\ ta[es which would 
haYe deYastated a lot oI smaller 
rural cities as well as other com-
munities.
 7he did come uS with a sen-

ate bill 33 and that allows coun-
ties and in some cases cities to 
Sursue a new one Sercent lo-
cal sales ta[ known as a local 
homestead oStion sales ta[ to 
helS oIIset the homestead SroS-
ert\ ta[es. 7he reYenue gen-
erated would be used to fund 
homestead e[emStions, or iI 
collections e[ceed what’s need-
ed, reduce millage rates across 

the Murisdiction. ,t also has some 
¶guardrails’.
ProSert\ ta[ growth including 

Yoter aSSroYal reTuirements Ior 
certain increases and enhanced 
ta[Sa\er Srotections and noti-
fications. So, that is awaiting 
the goYernor’s signature. 7he 
Georgia 0uniciSal $ssociation 
said that it was one that the\ aS-
SroYed oI and was not nearl\ as 
deYastating Ior small communi-
ties.µ 
,t was announced that an 

anon\mous ���� donation had 
Eeen receiYed toward the cit\ 
mural. 2Ificials should Ee noti-
fied whether Pinehurst will Ee 
a reciSient oI the grant Ior that 
SroMect E\ the end oI $Sril. 
7he ma\or continued her re-

Sort notiI\ing the council that, 
´5esSirator\ masks are out 

at the treatment Slant. :e’Ye 
had new masks within the last 
\ear or two and someone Irom 
the fire deSartment will make 
sure that the\’re filled uS with 
o[\gen, etc. that is reTuired Ior 
those. 2ur millage rate Yote will 
Ee coming uS, so in -une, we’ll 
haYe our first meeting to discuss 
it and then Yote on it in -ul\. 7he 
district eight sSring listening 
session is 0onda\, $Sril ��. ,t’s 
going to Ee in Plains, Ga. where 
the\ will inIorm us aEout the 
house and senate bills and how 
those would aIIect us. 
7he cit\ hall lettering in the 

window was refurbished be-
cause it was Eeginning to Seel 
and then there was a seasonal 

SALES TAX
CONTINUED PG 4A  

HEALTH ISSUES
CONTINUED PG 2A  
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“Easter Brought Joy 
and Light to Worship”

By Pastor Katie Griffis
Holy Week and Easter at St. 

Paul Chapel United Methodist 
Church were beautiful events 
of Holy Communion, Wor-

ship, and Fellowship. We were 
so thankful to be a part of the 
St. Mark Missionary Baptist 
Church Easter Egg Hunt. Easter 
brought joy and light to worship 

as we celebrated the risen Lord 
together. Happy Easter season! 
Join us each Sunday at 11:00 
a.m. as we welcome and love all 
who worship.

Extreme drought conditions persist over much of Georgia
By Jay Stone and 

Jennifer Whittaker
While some parts of Georgia 

got rain over Easter weekend, 
according to UGA Extension 
Climatologist Pam Knox, any 
relief it provided will be short-
lived. 
“The wettest area will be in 

eastern Florida where there is 
the potential for low pressure 
to develop off the East Coast 
and draw some moisture into 
the Florida Peninsula,” Knox 
wrote in her Climate and Ag-
riculture in the Southeast blog 
post from April 5. “Most of the 
rest of the region will be under 
high pressure and is not ex-
pected to get much if any rain. 
If you look at the longer-range 
models out to 384 hours (April 
21), all of the models show the 

same general pattern with slight 
variations about where the dri-
est conditions will be.” The U.S. 
Drought Monitor’s (USDM) 
April 2 drought map showed 
all of Georgia in some stage of 
drought starting with abnormal-
ly dry, the USDM’s label for the 
least severe drought stage. 
Most of the state is experi-

encing much more severe dry 
conditions. 7went\�fiYe coun-
ties in South Georgia are in 
Exceptional Drought, the most 
severe drought stage. Another 
86 counties, covering the entire 
Coastal Plain and much of the 
North Georgia mountains, are in 
Extreme Drought, the second-
most severe stage. A time-series 
graphic provided by the USDM 
shows how current drought con-
ditions are shaping up against 

previous years since 2000. Once 
on the landing page, change the 
Area Type tab from national to 
state and then select Georgia in 
the next tab labeled Area.
The dry conditions are already 

having effects on Georgia farms. 
“Since August, we probably 

haven’t had over four inches of 
rain. 7he last significant rain we 
had was about a month ago, just 
out of the blue. We got an inch 
and six tenths, but it [moisture] 
didn’t even register. It didn’t 
last,” said Daniel Johnson, a 
Pierce County row crop farm-
er in deep Southeast Georgia. 
“Right now, we’re having to 
irrigate ahead of planting corn 
and behind planting corn.”
 Johnson says he’s having to 

irrigate at least a half inch of 
water to plant his corn crop and 

at least a half an inch after plant-
ing to get the seed to germinate 
and come up. He’s relying on 
deep wells to irrigate his crop. 
In Screven County, located in 
upper Southeast Georgia on the 
South Carolina line, Ben Boyd 
said his dad, Olin, says the farm 
is as dry as he’s ever seen it this 
time of year.
“We had about a half inch, 

probably four weeks ago, but 
we hadn’t had an\ significant 
rain since probably last Octo-
ber. I bet you, we haven’t had 
two inches of rain since last 
October,” Boyd said. “We never 
have to replant corn because it’s 
too dry and won’t come up, but 
we’re going to have to replant a 
pretty good bit of corn if noth-
ing changes.” Boyd said they’re 
haYing to irrigate Iour or fiYe 
days ahead of planting corn to 
even get a plow in the ground. 
To add insult to injury, he said 
corn seed is in short supply. In 
Southwest Georgia, Julie Hardy 
says her family farms across 
Thomas, Grady and Mitchell 
counties. 
“Our farm in Mitchell County 

got some rain last week, so we’re 
planting soybeans there because 
the ground is too hard to plant 
in Thomas and Grady coun-
ties. We’re having to irrigate in 
Thomas and Grady counties to 
plant soybeans. We didn’t have 

to irrigate to plant our corn, but 
we had to irrigate it to get it to 
come up and we’re still irrigat-
ing our corn crop now that it’s 
up, ” Hardy said. “It worries me 
because it’s very expensive to 
run those pivots whether they 
run on diesel or electricity.”
UGA Extension Forage Spe-

cialist Lisa Baxter told Georgia 
Farm Bureau media that the 
state’s hay stocks are already 
threatened. Many producers 
are already contending with 
dwindling hay supplies, limited 
winter grazing and ongoing dry 
conditions. 
“The 2025 growing season, I 

have dubbed the ‘year that no 
grass was happy in the state of 
Georgia,’” Baxter told the Farm 
Monitor. She noted that some 
areas of South Georgia last got 
significant rain in earl\ $ugust 
2025. “With so much of the 
state being in moderate to se-
vere drought it’s really setting 
us up for a challenging start to 
the 2026 season.” 
Heard County farmer Ralph 

Caldwell is one of Georgia’s 
cattle and hay producers al-
ready looking at ways to make 
it through this summer if the 
drought persists. 
“I carried over less than 20 

bales of hay from last year, 
and I feed 1,000 bales of hay 
a year. We had to start feeding 

earlier because it was a cold 
winter and the cows ate more 
hay,” Caldwell said. “Since I’m 
not carrying hay over from last 
year, I’m actually contemplat-
ing putting part of my cropland 
in some type of summer grass 
for insurance because of the hay 
situation.” 
Caldwell, who usually grows 

hay, corn and soybeans along 
with raising cattle and having 20 
poultry houses, says his area is 
experiencing moderate drought 
conditions right now. He re-
ceived roughly three-tenths of 
an inch April 4 after not getting 
any rain for about three weeks. 
“Following this El Nino pat-

tern, from what I understand, 
we’re forecast to have a drier 
summer, so it has me very ner-
vous,” Caldwell said. “As of 
right now, I’m thinking about 
not planting corn because we’ve 
got such high input costs, and if 
it’s a drought \ear, corn definite-
ly will not pencil out whatsoev-
er. I’m still considering planting 
soybeans just because it’s going 
to be cheaper to grow.” 
May 15 is the latest Caldwell 

said he can plant corn and make 
a crop. Every farmer GFB News 
reporters talked to asked that 
people start praying for rain.

HEALTH ISSUES CONTINUED FROM 1A
Register emphasized that it 

is largely preventable and that 
screening is essential. While 
colonoscopies remain the most 
trusted method, at-home stool 
tests such as Cologuard are also 
available. These allow individu-
als to collect a sample privately 
and mail it in. Results indicate 
whether further testing, like a 
colonoscopy, is needed. Screen-
ing should begin at age 45, 
however, those with a family 
history of colon cancer should 
be screened 10 years prior the 
age of diagnosis for the family 
member or sooner if indicated. 
Diabetes was described as a 
“gateway” to many other health 
issues. 
The pre-diabetic stage is the 

best time to make changes. 

Maintaining a healthy diet, stay-
ing active, taking prescribed 
medications, and monitoring 
blood sugar levels are all criti-
cal. Attendees also discussed 
symptoms, risks, and common 
questions about medications 
and testing frequency. Knowing 
your numbers is key. 
The conversation concluded 

with kidney health. Diabetes 
is the leading cause of kidney 
disease, highlighting how inter-
connected these conditions are. 
Warning signs include swell-
ing, fatigue, high blood pres-
sure, and nausea. Overall, the 
goal was to raise awareness 
about prevention and available 
resources. Local health depart-
ments offer screenings and 
education to support healthier 

choices. 
Taking charge of your health 

starts with being informed. Our 
next Community Care Conver-
sation with Café 41 will be held 
on April 23, 2026, from 4:00–
5:30 p.m. As we move into 
May, topics will include harm-
ful substances, dating safety, 
sexual assault awareness, and 
cyber safety.
 If you are a parent of a high 

school aged, starting to drive, 
junior or senior, consider bring-
ing your young adult. Whether 
preparing for college or greater 
independence, these conversa-
tions can help equip them to 
navigate real-world situations 
saIel\ and confidentl\. :e hoSe 
you will join us.
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Brooks
Auto Parts

229-268-2700
313 W. Union St., Vienna

Open Through Lunch
Eddie Conner, Manager

Proudly Serving Dooly County 
for more than 10 years!

Corner of Union & 3rd 
229-268-4751 • Vienna

Athens Hill Baptist Church
Vienna, GA  229-268-4883
AOH Church of God
Vienna, GA 229-268-1903
Bakersfield Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Bay Point CME
Byromville, GA
Bethel Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-2848
Bethlehem Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
229-433-2102
Big Poplar Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
Brown Chapel Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
478-627-9466
Byromville Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
229-433-2505
Byromville Methodist Church
Byromville, GA
229-321-9292
Camp Creek Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
478-627-3929
Vienna Church of Christ
Vienna, GA 
229-268-1994
Vienna Church of God
Vienna, GA 
229-268-1404
County Line Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
Destiny Worship Center
International Ministries
Vienna, GA
(478) 273-8112
Dooling Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
Double Branch Freewill Baptist 
Church
Unadilla, GA 
Drayton Baptist Church
Vienna, GA 
229-268-8456
Drayton Wesleyan Church
Vienna, GA, 229-321-9292
Ebenezer Baptist Church
Vienna, GA 
229-268-2964
Evangelistic Tabernacle Church

Vienna, GA
Evergreen Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA
229-645-3476
Faith Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-2798
Forest Chapel Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA  478-645-3476
Harmony Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
Healing and Deliverance Church
Unadilla, GA
Liberty Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA
229-645-3584
Lilly Baptist Church
Lilly, GA
Macedonia Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-1582
Little Poplar Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
Living Water Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
Mars Hill Baptist Church
Vienna, GA  229-268-6795
Midway Independent Methodist 

Church
Vienna, GA
Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
Mt. Moriah Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
Mt. Vernon Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
New Bethel Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA 
478-627-3775
Mt. Zion CME
Vienna, GA 
229-268-6013
Northside Missionary Baptist 
Church
Vienna, GA
New Bethel CME
Pinehurst, GA
Pinehurst Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA
Pinehurst Methodist Church
Pinehurst, GA
Pleasant Hill Freewill Baptist 
Church
Vienna, GA 229-268-8746

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
Richwood Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA
229-645-3713
Reedy Branch Baptist Church
740 Church Avenue
Byromville, GA
Riverview Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Shady Grove CME Church
Vienna, GA
Shiloh Methodist Church
Vienna, GA
Smyrna Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-6852
Snow Methodist Church
Unadilla, GA
St. John Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Springhill Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
St. Luke CME
Lilly, GA
St. Mark’s Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Tippettville Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Trails of Faith Deliverance 
Holiness Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-4377
Turkey Creek Baptist Church
Lilly, GA
Unadilla First Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
478-627-3615
Unadilla United Methodist 
Church
Unadilla, GA
478-627-3330
Vienna Congregation
Vienna, GA
Vienna First Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-4386
Vienna Methodist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-4207

THE CITIZENS
AGENCY

“Dependable Insurance”

121 N. 3rd Street
P.O. Box 486

Vienna, GA 31092
229-268-2800

INSURANCE AG ENCY

Vienna, GA

Dooly County

CALENDAR
Community

email: thenewsobservereditor@gmail.com

IF YOU NEED 
TO ADVERTISE

EMAIL
Phyllis Keaton

phyllis.keaton@
yahoo.com

(229)938-6253

CCU Food Drive-
Pantry Dates in 

April
Christ Chapel Unadilla will 

be holding a Food Drive 
Friday, April 10 at the Unadilla 
Community Center from 11:00 
a.m.-until. 
�e Food Pantry date is 

Saturday, April 18 from 10:00 
a.m.-12:00 Noon. Volunteer 
check-in is 9:30 a.m.- 9:45 a.m. 
For more information, contact 
CCU at 400 Jeannette Street in 
Unadilla at 478-627-9352.

Christ Chapel Bingo 
Night in Byromville
Enjoy Bingo Game night on 

the second �ursday of every 
month starting at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Byromville Municipal 
Complex. �is is for individuals 
55 and older. Free entry-
fellowship-games and prizes.  

Town of Dooling 
Meeting 

�e Town of Dooling-Town 
Meeting will now be held on 
the 3rd Tuesday of each month 
starting at 6:00p.m.   (Except 
for the months of July & Dec. 
when no meeting will be held.) 
If you plan to bring an issue to 
the board, please contact the 
Mayor in writing a week before 
the town meeting to be placed 
on the agenda. 

Dooly County 
Library

1200 East Union St., Vienna 
Mon. - �urs. 9AM-6PM

Fri. 9:30A.M. - 4P.M. 
Closed Saturday.

�urasdays - COLOR & 
CHAT. Color books and 
colored pencils will be provided 
or you can bring your own. For 
more information contact Jill 
Kloberdanz, library manager 
library at 229-268-4687.

�e Elizabeth Harris 
Library

Unadilla Location:
Tues-�urs 8:30AM-6PM

Friday 9AM-4PM
Saturday 9AM-12PM Noon

Byromville Location:
Tues-�urs 2:30PM-5:30PM

“An Hour of 
Encouragement”

Pastor Dean and the 
New Poplar Spring Baptist 
Church would like for you 
to join us every Wednesday 
night @7pm for “An Hour 
of Encouragement” on our 
Conference Call line. Please 
dial (253) 993-3761.   (TFN)

Bethlehem Baptist 
Church

Worship With Us Each & 
Every Sunday. Worship starts 
at 11:00am. Bible Study on each 
Sunday at 5:00pm. Jerry Jamal 
Sanders, Sr., Pastor.  (TFN)

Give the Gift 
That Saves Lives

Contributed
Dooly County High School 

JROTC is proud to host a One-
Blood Blood Drive Friday, April 
24 from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. and 
we’re calling on our community 
to show up and make a differ-
ence. 
The blood drive will be held at 

Dooly County High School and 
every donation has the power to 
save up to three lives, and right 
now, the need is greater than 
ever. 

All donors receive refresh-
ments, OneBlood T-shirt and 
wellness checkup including 
blood pressure check, pulse, 
temperature, iron count and cho-
lesterol screening. Roll up your 
sleeve and join us in supporting 
OneBlood. 
Together, we can make a last-

ing impact right here in our 
community. Appointments are 
encouraged, so please visit: one-
blood.org/donate-now and use 
sponsor code 24471.

St. Paul Chapel UMC 
in Partnership with 
Church in Uganda
By Pastor Katie Griffis

Just a few short weeks ago, 
the mission coordinators shared 
how the Lord has already di-
rected St. Paul Chapel’s steps 
toward partnership with the Bu-
vunya UMC in Uganda. 
Trusting in God’s direction, the 

church answered the challenge 
to increase our commitment by 
raising $55,000 for the construc-
tion of a permanent Buvunya 
Church building. This step of 
faith required courage, action, 
and obedience. The people of 
St. Paul Chapel UMC responded 

in love and generosity and the 
goal has already been met and 
exceeded. God is doing great 
things in us and through us. 
Even though we are a small 

congregation, God is using us to 
make a big impact. Our “mus-
tard seed” faith proves that truly 
nothing is impossible with God. 
As we continue on our journey, 
let us walk by faith and not by 
sight, being assured that when 
we follow the Lord’s leading, 
He will provide abundantly. 
May the Lord direct our steps.

Local Club Encourages 
Everyone to Learn the 

Facts-Prevent Child Abuse
Contributed

During Child Abuse Prevention 
in April, members of the Vienna 
Woman’s Club encourage every-
one to get the facts: Neglect is 
the most common form of abuse, 
followed by physical, sexual and 
emotional abuse. 11,435 cases 
of child abuse or neglect were 
confirmed in Georgia during 
2023. More than 5 children die 
every day in the US due to abuse 
or neglect. Children in their 
First year of life have the high-
est rate of victimization. Over 
75% of perpetrators are parents 
of the victim. Abused children 
are more likely to have physi-
cal health issues, mental health 
disorders and criminal activity 

as adults.
 Call the National Childhelp 

Hotline for assistance: 800-422-
4453. 
Vienna Woman’s Club mem-

bers are also promoting aware-
ness of child abuse during April 
by collecting new boys or girls 
underwear in sizes M, L and 
XL. Items will be donated to 
the Gateway Center, a social 
services center which provides 
support to victims of child abuse 
and sexual assault in the Ben 
Hill-Crisp-Dooly-Wilcox areas. 
If you’d like to help us in this 

worthy cause, please send an 
email to our dedicated address 
at: join@gfwcviennaga.org.

Sign up for Early 
Head Start at the 

Dooly County Library

Contributed
Dooly County Library is host-

ing sign ups and interviewing 
the children for Early Head Start 
while renovations are underway 
after the Dooly County Head 
Start building located on Pine 
Street Vienna was flooded. Li-

brary Manager Jill Kloberdanz 
commented, “We welcome ev-
eryone to use our facilities when 
needed.” 
For more information, contact 

Dooly County Library, 1200 
East Union Street in Vienna or 
call 229-268-4687.

CCU’s Food Drive 
Was Amazing

Contributed
What a day for the Friday, 

April 10 Christ Chapel Unadilla 
Food Drive. It was nothing 
short of amazing. Even with 
a late start, God showed up in 
a big way. 40 volunteers came 
together, new faces and familiar 
ones with special thanks to our 
community partners: Lineage 
Logistics and Dooly State Pris-
on for serving alongside us. A 
heartfelt thank you to everyone 
who helped spread the word. 
You helped us reach so many 

in need. Over 500 people were 
blessed with free groceries. We 

are incredibly grateful to the 
Middle Georgia Community 
Food Bank for supplying the 
food and helping us make this 
impact possible. This is what a 
community looks like. This is 
what serving looks like. This is 
what love in action looks like. 
If you missed it, don’t worry, 
we’re still here to serve you. 
Our CCU Food Pantry will 

be open this Saturday, April 18 
from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. at 
400 Jeanette Street in Unadilla. 
Come out, spread the word and 
let’s continue to take care of our 
community together.

Local Club Collects 
Clothing items for 
Gateway Center

Contributed
The April meeting of the Vien-

na Woman’s Club was busy as 
usual with routine business and 
committee reports. Charlotte 
Vestal was the April hostess. 
Members enjoyed a delicious 
meal of marinated green bean 
salad, baked ham with raisin 
sauce, roasted red potatoes, and 
croissants provided by hostess 
Charlotte Vestal. Plans were fi-
nalized for the Club’s role at the 
State Convention. 
In honor of both Advocates 

for Children and Child Abuse 
Month, members collected 75 
sets of boys and girls underwear 
and 37 pairs of socks for the 
Gateway Center in Cordele.
 The Gateway Center provides 

services for victims of abuse or 
sexual assault. For more infor-
mation, visit: https://gfwcgeor-
gia.org/ or write to P.O. Box 66 
Vienna, Ga. 31092.

Photo contributed
Charlotte Vestal was the April 

Hostess.

Keira Musslewhite Dooly Farm 
Bureau Scholarship Recipient

Contributed
Please join us in congratulat-

ing our FFA President Keira 
Musslewhite, on being selected 
as this year’s Dooly County 
Farm Bureau scholarship recipi-
ent. We are so thankful for the 
support of the Dooly County 
Farm Bureau, Angie Burton and 
all they do to support our pro-

gram and the students at Ful-
lington. 
This is a well-deserved honor 

that reflects Keira’s hard work, 
leadership, and dedication to 
agriculture and our chapter. We 
are incredibly proud of all she 
has accomplished and can’t wait 
to see what she does next.



$Sril has finall\ arriYed and 
sSring has definitel\ sSrung� 
Let’s look at some things we 
can Ee doing in and around the 
garden in this most glorious 
gardening month. 

2nce \ou are certain the soil 
has warmed uS to sta\, consid-
er Slanting summer�flowering 
Slants such as gladiolus, can-
na lilies, caladiums, and dahl-
ias. Planting some eYer\ two 
weeks will giYe a succession 
oI color to \our landscaSe. 
0ake the first Slanting in the 
latter Sart oI this month aIter 
the soil has warmed signifi-
cantl\ and sta\s consistentl\ 
warm.

Sta\ on toS oI earl\ sSrout-
ing weeds EeIore the\ oYer-
take the garden or flower Eed. 
+and weeding will SreYent 
man\ Irom setting seed that 
will Sroduce ne[t \ear’s croS. 
$ little herEicide, well�Slaced, 
will Ee Eeneficial as well.

%egin to Sinch Eack and 
deadhead annuals such as Se-
tunias, salYia, imSatiens, and 
others to encourage the Iorma-
tion oI new Eranches and thus 
more flowers. KeeSing a close 
watch on this will reaS man\ 
Eenefits.  

:atch Ior aShids on tender 
new leaYes and flower Setals. 
7he\ are alwa\s attracted to 
the \oungest growth and oIten 
find their wa\ into the \oung, 

unIurled leaYes and ma\ go 
unnoticed Ior some time. $ 
\ellowing or wilting oI the 
Slant tiSs and�or the Sresence 
oI ants ma\ indicate their 
Sresence. )ortunatel\, aShids 
are relatiYel\ eas\ to control 
once discoYered. %eIore re-
sorting to insecticides, \ou 
might tr\ washing them awa\ 
with a strong Eurst oI water or 
eYen simSl\ fliSSing them oII 
with \our hand.

(dge the entire flower Eed 
or flower garden. ,t will make 
a Eig diIIerence�    

,n clumSs oI Serennials, 
Sinch Eack some stems in the 
Iront area oI the clumSs to 
create a succession oI Elooms. 
'o this with tall Shlo[, Eee 
Ealm, EaStisia, agastache, and 
other returning Serennials.

%egin Sinching Eack Iall 
Eloomers such as chr\san-
themums, goldenrod, -oe P\e 
weed, and asters. 7his stimu-
lates Eranching and results in 
more flowers later in the sea-
son. 

Stake tall Slants such as hol-
l\hocks, hiEiscus, $gastache, 
and Io[gloYe EeIore the\ get 
too tall and out oI hand.    

$dd Iresh mulch to Eeds 
iI needed. 2ne to two inches 
around annuals and Serennials 
on toS oI e[isting mulch will 
Ee suIficient. 1o more than 
Iour inches total mulch is ad-

YisaEle.
,I a soil samSle has not Eeen 

taken Irom \our garden within 
the Sast two \ears or so, now 
is a good time to take one. ,de-
all\, a soil anal\sis should Ee 
undertaken EeIore Iertili]er is 
aSSlied to the garden. 2ther-
wise, \ou will Ee, as the\ sa\, 
´shooting in the darkµ when 
it comes to SroYiding \our 
Slants’ nutrient needs. 0an\ 
Serennials, in Sarticular, need 
Yer\ little suSSlemental Iertil-
i]er as long as the\ are Slanted 
in Iertile soil.

,I the leaYes on \our craSe 
m\rtles and h\drangeas de-
YeloS a gra\ish coating later 
in the season, the\ SroEaEl\ 
haYe deYeloSed Sowder\ mil-
dew. 7r\ a mi[ture oI Iour 
teasSoons oI Eaking soda in 
one gallon oI water on them.  
$SSl\ this once a week, Eeing 
sure to coYer the toSs and un-
dersides oI the leaYes.

0an\ oI \ou are Must now 
Slanting \our Sri]ed tomato 
Slants. 5ememEer this�aIter 
Slanting tomatoes, it is a 
good idea to mulch them right 
awa\. 7his will helS to Sre-
Yent leaI diseases such as ear-
l\ Elight. 7his deEilitating dis-
ease is caused E\ a soil�Eorne 
Iungus that Sroduces sSores 
which sSlash onto the leaYes 
Irom the soil during rainIall or 
oYerhead irrigation. Control 
oI this disease with Iungicides 
is diIficult. ,mmediate mulch-
ing is more eIIectiYe.

, trust that these tiSs will 
helS \ou in \our gardening 
endeaYors this month. Look 
Ior more ne[t week.

Tim Lewis is a Georgia Green Industry 
Association Certi�ed Plant Professional, 
gardening writer, and former Perry High 
School horticulture instructor. He can be 
reached at (478)954-1507 or timlewis1@
windstream.net.

0\ stack oI scriEEled notes 
is shorter, Eut still has a Srecari-
ous tilt. ,’Ye grown a Eit wear\ 
oI siIting through SaSers, Eut 
recentl\ Iound Iresh motiYa-
tion. :e’ll get to that later.

 , keSt a samSle letter oI a 
common scam � tr\ing to Eu\ 
land Ior less than it’s worth. 
Legitimate Eu\ers sometimes 
make unsolicited oIIers at de-
cent Srices. 7here are, howeYer, 
countless solicitations which 
are Iar Eelow market Yalue.

Ga]illions oI unscruSulous 
SroSosals are made, knowing a 
Iew reciSients will take the Eait. 
)inancial Sredators don’t mind 
taking adYantage oI SeoSle who 
can Ee maniSulated. 7he\ also 
e[Sloit Yer\ caSaEle SeoSle 
who get careless. So Ee careIul. 
,I \ou’re leaning toward mak-
ing a Tuick decision, it’s usuall\ 
Eest to slow down.  

$nother scriEEled note con-
tained seYeral Tuestions , had 
Eeen Sondering. Can a dog 
haYe a cat scan" Can a cat Ee 
dog�eared" ,s a doggone cat 
gone Eecause oI the dog" ,t’s 
hard to sleeS while searching 
Ior answers.

$ newsSaSer cliSSing had a 
Sicture oI Sonn\ and SuSu %urt 
announcing the sale oI 'aShne 

Lodge. , intended to write a 
stor\ aEout them Eut neYer got 
around to it. %esides the e[cel-
lent Iood and charming atmo-
sShere, the loYel\ couSle made 
customers Ieel like Iamil\. Like 
the Ear on Cheers, it was a Slace 
where eYer\Eod\ knows \our 
name.

2ne sliS oI SaSer had a So-
tential column title, ´Shadow 
)inds a +ome.µ 0\ mother’s 
\ard dog is �� Sounds oI aI-
Iection. +e’s too Iriendl\ to Ee 
a Srotector Eut will knock \ou 
down iI \ou’re carr\ing Iood. 
+ere’s some Eackground on 
that unwritten column.

Shadow is the last surYiYor 
oI three similar�looking stra\ 
dogs that Iound their wa\ to m\ 
mother’s rural home. +is riEs 
were showing when he came 
and he was aIraid oI SeoSle, as 
were SSot and SSottie EeIore 
him. $ll three dogs, in diIIerent 
\ears, were aSSarentl\ droSSed 
oII at the wet�weather creek 
near 0ama’s home. 7hree 
stra\s went looking Ior merc\ 
and Iound it. PerhaSs there’s a 
lesson in their stories.

,’Ye finished reYiewing notes 
through ���� and Must got to one 
Irom 2ctoEer �, ����. Shannon 
$kin shared this high�school 

rememErance in our men’s Sun-
da\ School Class that Sunda\. , 
know the date Eecause , scriE-
Eled it on a church Eulletin. ,t 
was aEout 0r. +uEert <ow, 
who taught agriculture at Vi-
enna +igh School Ior decades.

0r.<ow loYed orange Muice 
and keSt some in a reIrigera-
tor in the ag Euilding. Some-
one, howeYer, Eegan discretel\ 
deSleting his suSSl\. 0r. <ow 
sSiked the Muice with s\ruS oI 
iSecac, a Sroduct used \ears 
ago to induce Yomiting when a 
Serson swallowed Soison. 7he 
m\ster\ was solYed, and $llen 
Cross lost his taste Ior orange 
Muice.  

´LiIe ([Sectanc\ Plummets 
in 8.S.µ 7hat newsSaSer ar-
ticle Irom SeStemEer oI ���� 
included the ���� chart. 0en 
were Segged at an aYerage oI 
��.� \ears. ,’m a Eit wear\ oI 
siIting through scriEEled notes, 
Eut those statistics gaYe me new 
motiYation. 5ather than taking 
a Ereak, ma\Ee , should write a 
little Iaster.

,’m hoSing to Ee aEoYe aYer-
age, Eut either wa\ will Ee oka\. 
$n unwritten column, ´Shadow 
)inds a +ome,µ Must reminded 
me oI three stra\ dogs who 
went looking Ior merc\ and 
Iound it. 7heir good Iortune 
SroEaEl\ inYolYed some luck, 
Eut man has a sure thing iI we 
claim it. ,t ma\ not Ee on our 
terms or timetaEle, Eut merc\ is 
ours Ior the asking.

joinerscorner.com
gneiljoiner@gmail.com

��. -ean and , got to Yisit 
Carol\n 7ondee �she’s m\ 
first cousin� in ,C8 toda\ and 
Sra\ed Ior her. :e had a nice 
Yisit. , ask \’all’s Sra\ers Ior 
her to get out Srett\ soon. 
She’s �� and ´tough as nailsµ. 
Carol\n, \ou are loYed E\ 
S2 0$1<. She is a mem-
Eer oI P($V< 0(025,$L 
C+85C+ in Cordele. She is 
the one , wrote aEout seYeral 
weeks ago aEout a ���\ear�old 

�he turned �� on 0arch ��th� 
driYing a ���\ear�old to church 
almost eYer\ Sunda\. :ith 
\our Sra\ers, , EelieYe this can 
continue. $men. 

��. Coming home Irom 
Sreaching in Cordele toda\, 
there was a wreck that had 
Must haSSened on +w\ �� right 
aEoYe the )armer’s 0arket. $ 
car was turned uSside down 
and resting on its toS. 7here 
must haYe Eeen an accident on 

,��� southEound also, Eecause 
there was a long line oI Yehi-
cles still moYing south going 
into Vienna, and Tuite a num-
Eer coming west oII )armer’s 
0arket 5oad. $n\ news on 
that, an\one" Lord ma\ eYer\-
one Ee saIe. $men.

 ��. Let’s haYe a Sra\er Ior 
some things� 'ear Lord -esus, 
PL($S( comIort and heal 
those who are ill and hurt-
ing, those who were inYolYed 
in those wrecks toda\, and 
those who are Must down�in 
�the dumSs. ,n <our Precious, 
Sweet, and +ol\ 1ame. $men.

-esus said +e would neYer 
leaYe or Iorsake us. +e also 
said, ´Lo, , am with \ou al-
wa\sµ. +e loYes us to heaYen 
and Eack. $men. 8ntil ne[t 
time.

7he 0inister oI <outh in a 
%aStist church Eulletin wrote 
the Iollowing note to Sar-
ents� ´Parents, Slease make it 
a Sriorit\ to haYe \our chil-
dren with us on :ednesda\ 
nights at ����.  ,I \our chil-
dren haYe other Iriends who 
are not currentl\ actiYe in 
another church, do \our Eest 
to Ering them.  , am a firm Ee-
lieYer that it is easier to reach 
children Ior -esus Christ than 
older kids.  %\ the time the\ 
reach middle school, iI Christ 
is not a Sriorit\ in their liYes, 
there is a strong SossiEilit\ he 
neYer will Ee.  7hen, when it’s 
too late, we wonder where we 
went wrong.µ  7here has neYer 
Eeen a truer statement.  %\ the 
time children reach ��� \ears 
oI age, the\ haYe Iormed their 
moral Ioundation and will car-
r\ that Yalue s\stem Iorward 
throughout their liYes.  :hen 
children reach teenage status, 
it is too late to change their 
moral Yalues.

+ow soon can a child Ee 
saYed" Charles +adden SSur-

geon wrote, ´ as soon as chil-
dren can learn eYil, Ee assured 
that the\ can Ee comSetent 
under the teaching oI the +ol\ 
SSirit to learn good.µ  SSur-
geon urged Sunda\ School 
teachers� ´ 1eYer go into \our 
class with the thought that 
children cannot comSrehend.  
Children are caSaEle oI salYa-
tion.µ  $ good e[amSle is -o-
siah.  :hen he Eecame king 
oI -erusalem at age �, he im-
mediatel\ Eegan to seek God’s 
guidance and SerIormed great 
works E\ his twelIth Eirthda\.  

$ Serson’s chances oI Eeing 
saYed diminish raSidl\ with 
age. $s SeoSle grow older and 
Eecome more set in their atti-
tudes, the\ increasingl\ resist 
the liIe�changing message oI 
Christ.  Studies reYealed that 
���Sercent oI the SeoSle who 
receiYe Christ do so EeIore age 
��.  $Iter the age oI ��, onl\ 
one Serson in ��,��� receiYes 
Christ� aIter �� onl\ one in 
���,���� and aIter �� onl\ 
one in ���,��� is conYerted.  
+ardening oI the arteries and 

hardening oI the heart go hand 
in hand.  7he writer oI (cclesi-
astes warned oI the dangers oI 
resisting salYation when one is 
\oung� ´ 'on’t let the e[cite-
ment oI Eeing \oung cause 
\ou to Iorget \our creator«
5ememEer +im now while 
\ou are \oung, EeIore the sil-
Yer chord oI liIe snaSs, and the 
golden Eowl is Eroken, and the 
dust returns to the earth as it 
was, and the sSirit returns to 
God.µ

(Yangelistic eIIorts are usu-
all\ slanted toward adults at 
the e[Sense oI children.  7his 
is inconsistent Ior in Slanting a 
garden, we would Ee Ioolhar-
d\ to let \oung sSrouts go un-
weeded during the sSring and 
e[Sect an aEundant harYest in 
the summer.  God cautioned 
the ,sraelites escaSing Irom 
(g\Stian Eondage to ´Iorget 
not the things \our e\es haYe 
seen and teach them to \our 
children and grandchildren.µ  
7imoth\ Eecame Paul’s Sro-
tpgp Eecause he was taught the 
scriStures Irom childhood E\ 
his mother (unice and grand-
mother Lois.

:e haYe an awesome re-
sSonsiEilit\ to Ering uS our 
children in the ´nurture and 
admonition oI the Lord.µ  -e-
sus said, ´ SreYent not the chil-
dren Irom coming to me, Ior 
such is the Kingdom oI God.µ
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SALES TAX
CONTINUED FROM 1A
Sainting also done at no charge. 

7he 'ool\ Count\ %randing eI-
Iorts along with assistance Irom 
reSresentatiYes at the 8G$ Carl 
Vinson ,nstitute was successIul 
and the\ came uS with Erand 
ideas as well as one Ior the Cit\ 
oI Pinehurst
. $lso, ideas on how we can 

use this in our  communit\ to 
Sromote the logo on the side oI 

count\ trucks and some oI the 
t�shirts and stickers, so we’re 
Yer\ Sroud oI that. 
0r. Scott\ 0ashEurn was the 

one that headed that uS and 
would Ee glad to come and talk 
to us aEout wa\s that we can use 
this in our communit\ to Sro-
mote Pinehurst. So, hoSeIull\ 
eYer\one will Eu\ into that.µ ,t 
was also announced that the cit\ 

is not Iar awa\ Irom meeting its 
goal Ior the mural.
,n other news�
� 7he $nnual 5iYer Valle\ 

luncheon will Ee on 0a\ �� in 
$mericus, Ga.
� 7he Christ ChaSel )ood Pan-

tr\ will Ee Saturda\, $Sril �� 
Irom ����� a.m.������ noon 
at CC8 on -eanette Street in 
8nadilla.

 By Sen. Larry Walker III 
(R-Perry) 

7he gaYel has Iallen, and the 
���� LegislatiYe Session is now 
Eehind us. :hile the work un-
der the Gold 'ome has come to 
a close, m\ work Ior \ou is Iar 
Irom finished. ,n man\ wa\s, 
it’s Must Eeginning again Eack 
home, where these decisions 
matter most. Since -anuar\, 
we haYe Sushed Iorward with 
the SurSose oI lowering costs, 
strengthening our communities, 
and Srotecting the Yalues that 
define Georgia. 7his session 
also marked m\ first serYing as 
\our Senate President Pro 7em-
Sore, and , am deeSl\ grateIul 
Ior the trust \ou’Ye Slaced in 
me. 
7hat’s a resSonsiEilit\ , carr\ 

with me eYer\ single da\. $t the 
heart oI this session was the Sas-
sage oI a Ealanced, resSonsiEle 
Eudget. 7he )iscal <ear ���� 
Eudget reflects what Georgians 
e[Sect� disciSline and suSSort 
Ior their Iamilies. :e’Ye Sro-
tected \our ta[ dollars, Slanned 
wisel\, and inYested where it 
trul\ matters. 7hat includes a 
���� million commitment to the 
(mSlo\ees’ 5etirement S\stem, 
Eecause the men and women 
who Euilt this state deserYe se-
curit\ in retirement.
 ,t also includes nearl\ ��� 

million in imSroYements across 
0iddle Georgia, strengthening 
our colleges, uSgrading critical 
inIrastructure, and suSSorting 
SuElic saIet\ in our correctional 
s\stem. 7hese are real inYest-
ments in our communities. :e 

also conIronted a hard truth this 
session. 
7oo man\ oI our children are 

Ialling Eehind in the classroom. 
:hen onl\ aEout a Tuarter oI 
students are reading on grade 
leYel, doing nothing is not an 
oStion. 7hat’s wh\ we made a 
serious ��� million inYestment 
to Slace literac\ coaches in eY-
er\ K�� school and Sassed the 
Georgia (arl\ Literac\ $ct oI 
����. :e are drawing a hard 
line and committing to change 
the traMector\ Ior our ne[t 
generation. $t the same time, 
we know Iamilies are Ieeling 
sTuee]ed. 5ising costs are hit-
ting kitchen taEles across this 
state. 7hat’s wh\ we took action 
to let \ou keeS more oI what 
\ou earn. 7hrough +ouse %ill 
���, we lowered Georgia’s in-
come ta[ rate and e[Sanded the 
standard deduction, deliYering 
real, lasting relieI. 7his \ear, we 
also took meaningIul steSs to 
SroYide long�term SroSert\ ta[ 
relieI Ior Georgia homeown-
ers. 8nder legislation Sassed 
E\ the General $ssemEl\, local 
goYernments must now caS an-
nual reassessment increases at 
no more than �� or the rate oI 
inflation, Eringing SredictaEilit\ 
and Srotection Ior Iamilies Iac-
ing rising home Yalues.
 ,n addition, counties and cit-

ies now haYe new tools, Sending 
Yoter aSSroYal, to significantl\ 
reduce or eYen eliminate SroS-
ert\ ta[es through local sales 
ta[ oStions like the )loating Lo-
cal 2Stion Sales 7a[ �)L2S7� 
and the Local +omestead 2S-
tion Sales 7a[ �L+2S7�. 7hese 

measures could saYe \ou and 
\our Iamil\ hundreds oI dollars 
as soon as this \ear, with eYen 
greater relieI in the \ears ahead. 
,n man\ communities, home-

owners could see their SroSert\ 
ta[ Eills cut in halI or, in some 
cases, eliminated entirel\, while 
ensuring that growth and inYest-
ment remain Ealanced and sus-
tainaEle. 
$nd we didn’t stoS there. :e 

adYanced legislation to Srotect 
consumers and strengthen trust 
in our s\stems. +ouse %ill ���� 
cracks down on insurance Iraud 
and adds transSarenc\ to the 
claims Srocess, Eecause hon-
est Georgians shouldn’t Sa\ 
the Srice Ior Ead actors. Sen-
ate %ill ��� oSens the door Ior 
more Georgians to reenter the 
workIorce while maintaining 
accountaEilit\, giYing SeoSle a 
second chance to contriEute and 
succeed. 
1ow, m\ Iocus shiIts Eack to 

the ��th Senate 'istrict, Ee-
cause the MoE doesn’t end when 
session does. ,t is the honor oI 
a liIetime to serYe \ou and \our 
Iamil\. 7hank \ou Ior \our 
trust, \our suSSort and the oS-
Sortunit\ to keeS fighting Ior 
what matters most right here 
at home. Sen. Larr\ :alker ,,, 
serYes as President Pro 7emSore 
oI the Senate. +e reSresents the 
��th Senate 'istrict, which in-
cludes %leckle\, 'odge, 'ool\, 
Laurens, Pulaski, 7reutlen and 
:ilco[ counties, as well as a 
Sortion oI +ouston Count\. 
+e ma\ Ee reached E\ Shone 
at ����� �������� or E\ email 
at Larr\.:alker#senate.ga.goY.

Walker: Our Final Week 
Under the Gold Dome
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Contribured by 
City of Unadilla

Unadilla-March 27, 2026-Of-
ficials announced the cit\ oI 
8nadilla will Ee celeErating 
´Georgia Cities :eekµ $Sril 

�����. 7he cit\ will hold a Ya-
riet\ oI eYents throughout the 
week, including oIIering cit\ 
hall tours, a coloring contest, 
eTuiSment disSla\ da\, tire da\, 
and ending with a clean�uS da\. 
7he cit\ will continue to ac-
ceSt items to include in a time 
caSsule scheduled to Ee Euried 
later this \ear. 7he theme oI this 
\ear’s Georgia Cities :eek is 
´LoYe <our Cit\�Ã 
´:e are so Sroud oI the direc-

tion our town is headed, and 
we want to maintain that mo-
mentum,µ stated 0a\or 0\ron 
0i[on. Cities SroYide the ser-
Yices and inIrastructure to helS 
Eusinesses grow and set the 
stage Ior eYents where Iamilies 
and indiYiduals can gather as a 
communit\. 
Cities across Georgia will 

Ee celeErating Georgia Cities 
:eek, sSonsored E\ Georgia 
0uniciSal $ssociation �G0$�, 
to showcase and celeErate cities 
and the man\ serYices the\ Sro-
Yide. %ased in $tlanta, G0$ is 
a Yoluntar\, nonSrofit organi]a-
tion that SroYides legislatiYe ad-
Yocac\, educational, emSlo\ee 
Eenefit and consulting serYices 
to its ��� memEer cities. 
C217$C7� S$%5,1$ S,1-

<$5'�+2L0(S ���������
����

Unadilla 
Officials 

Celebrate 
Georgia 

Cities Week

NO26-016
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS 
Jason A. Fowler and Angie F. 
Cawthon, Co-Administrators of the 
Estate of Frances S. Fowler, hereby 
gives notice under Section 53-7-41 
of the Official Code of Georgia Anno-
tated to all creditors and claimants of 
the above-named decedent’s estate 
to render in an account of their de-
mands, properly attested, to said Co-
Administrators. All persons owing to 
the estate are also required to make 
prompt payment to the Co-Adminis-
trators, whose postal address is 180 
Brittany Drive, NE, Milledgeville, GA 
31061 and 1795 Highway 90, Vienna, 
GA 31092, respectively. 
Jason A. Fowler and Angie F. 
Cawthon, Co-Administrators 
Prepared By: 
LAWSON & REID, LLC 
Attorneys for Co-Administrators 

April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2026

NO26-010
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

DOOLY COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF JAMES LEE 
BURTCHIN, DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 26-0009 

NOTICE 
IN RE: The Petition to Probate Will 
(and Codicil(s)) in Solemn Form in 
the above- referenced estate having 
been duly filed. 
TO: Brandon Hittle, Blake Burtchin, 
Virginia Gross, Matthew Burtchin, 
Joseph Money Jr., Steven Hittle 
This is to notify you to file objection, if 
there is any, to the petition to probate 
will in solemn form, in this Court on or 
before April 20, 2026 

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All ob-
jections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections. All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary 
public or before a probate court clerk, 
and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify 
to file as an indigent party. Contact 
probate court personnel for the re-
quired amount of filing fees. If any 
objections are filed, a hearing will 
be scheduled at a later date. If no 
objections are filed, the petition may 
be granted without 
a hearing. 
Rooney Bowen III 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Denal Fluellen 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
104 2nd Street S 
Vienna Ga 31092 
229-268-4217 

March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2026

NO26-015 
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 

DOOLY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN THE INTEREST OF:
J. W.,  a child
CASE NUMBER: 046-26J-0013
DOB: 08/31/2015
SEX: F
TO: TRENTAVIOUS PRITCHETT, 
putative father of the above-named 
child.

Any other person(s) claiming a 
parental interest who appear to 
the court to be proper or neces-
sary parties to the proceeding 
and to the above-named child.

SUMMONS AND NOTICE
On March 12, 2026, a petition 

was filed in this court under the 
above style, seeking to terminate the 
parental rights of the parents of the 
above-named children.  
THIS IS A SUMMONS REQUIRING 
YOU TO BE IN COURT.  If you fail 
to come to court as required, you 
may be held in contempt of court and 
punished by imprisonment for up to 
twenty (20) days and/or a fine of up 
to one thousand dollars ($1,000.00).  

Now therefore, you, the party(s) 
named above, are commanded to 
be and appear on the date and time 
stated below, and to remain in atten-
dance from hour to hour, day to day, 
month to month, year to year, and 
time to time, as said case may be 
continued, and until discharged by the 
court, and you are commanded to lay 
any and all business aside and to be 
and appear before the Juvenile Court 
of Crisp County, Georgia, located 
at The Crisp County Courthouse, 
510 North 7th Street, Cordele, Crisp 
County, Georgia 31015 on the 3rd 
day of June, 2026, at 9:00 a.m., to 
answer the allegations of the peti-
tion.  The parent(s), guardian(s), legal 
custodian(s) or any other person(s) 
having physical custody or control 
of the above-named child(ren) are 
hereby commanded to bring the 
above-named child(ren) to the afore-
mentioned hearing at the aforesaid 
time and place.  

If you are served with this sum-
mons by publication as provided 
by law, you are likewise required to 
appear before this court at the above-
stated date, time, and place to answer 
the allegations of the petition.  A copy 
of the petition seeking termination of 
the parental rights of the parents of 
the above-named child(ren) may be 
obtained at the office of the Clerk of 
the Juvenile Court of Dooly County, 
Georgia, located at 104 Second 
Street, Vienna, Georgia 31092.
TO ANY BIOLOGICAL FATHER 
REQUIRED TO BE SERVED PUR-
SUANT TO O.C.G.A. §15-11-283:   
Please be advised that any biologi-
cal father who is not the legal fa-
ther of the above-named child(ren) 
may lose all rights to the child(ren) 
named in the petition brought in 
the above-styled matter and will 
not be entitled to object to the 
termination of his rights to the 
child(ren) unless, within 30 days 
of receipt of this notice, he files a 
petition to legitimate the child(ren), 
AND a notice of the filing of the pe-
tition to legitimate with this court.  
NOTICE OF EFFECT OF TERMI-

NATION JUDGMENT
TO THE MOTHER, BIOLOGICAL 
FATHER AND LEGAL FATHER OF 
THE CHILD(REN) (IF ANY): 

Georgia law provides that you can 
permanently lose your rights as a par-
ent. A petition to terminate parental 
rights has been filed requesting the 
court to terminate your parental rights 
to your child. A copy of the petition to 
terminate parental rights is attached 
to this notice. A court hearing of your 
case has been scheduled for 9:00 
a.m. on the 3rd day of June, 2026, at 
the Juvenile Court of Dooly County, 
Georgia, located at The Crisp County 
Courthouse, 510 North 7th Street, 
Cordele, Crisp County, Georgia 
31015.
If you fail to appear, the court can ter-
minate your rights in your absence. If 
the court at the trial finds that the facts 
set out in the petition to terminate 
parental rights are true and that ter-
mination of your rights will serve the 
best interests of your child, the court 
can enter a judgment ending your 
rights to your child. If the judgment 
terminates your parental rights, you 
will no longer have any rights to your 
child. This means that you will not 
have the right to visit, contact, or have 
custody of your child or make any 
decisions affecting your child or your 
child’s earnings or property. Your child 
will be legally freed to be adopted by 
someone else. Even if your parental 
rights are terminated:(1) You will still 
be responsible for providing financial 
support (child support payments) for 
your child’s care unless and until your 
child is adopted; and (2) Your child 
can still inherit from you unless and 
until your child is adopted. 
This is a very serious matter. You 
should contact an attorney immedi-
ately so that you can be prepared for 
the court hearing. You have the right 
to hire an attorney and to have him 
or her represent you. If you cannot 
afford to hire an attorney, the court 
will appoint an attorney if the court 
finds that you are an indigent person. 
Whether or not you decide to hire an 
attorney, you have the right to attend 
the hearing of your case, to call wit-
nesses on your behalf, and to ques-
tion those witnesses brought against 
you. If you have any questions 
concerning this notice, you may call 
the telephone number of the clerk’s 
office which is 229-268-4234 Dooly.

WITNESS the Kristen W. Pack, Judge 
of said Court, this 12th day of March 
2026.
/s/PATSY BRIDGES
PATSY BRIDGES, Deputy Clerk
Juvenile Court of DOOLY County, 
Georgia

April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2026

NO26-018
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

DOOLY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

CARLEY LYNN PENNEY, Petitioner
v. 
RUSSELL ELLIOT JONES III, Re-
spondent

In Re: RUSSELL ELLIOT JONES III, 
a minor male born 2025. 

CAFN: 26DV-0044

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME

Notice is hereby given that CARLA 
LYNN PENNEY, the undersigned, 
filed this petition in the Superior 
Court of Dooly County, Georgia on 
the 9th day of April, 2026, praying for 
a change in the name of minor child 
from RUSSELL ELLIOT JONES III to 
RUSTON MOORE PENNEY.

Notice is hereby given pursuant to 
law to any or affected party to appear 
in said Court and to file objections to 
such name change. Objections must 
be filed with said Court within 30 days 
of the filing of said petition.
This 9th day of April, 2026.
CARLA LYNN PENNEY
Petitioner

April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2026

NO26-017
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

DOOLY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

KRISTINA BROADWAY, PLAINTIFF
V.
GREGORY BROADWAY, JR, DE-
FENDANT
Civil Action File No. 26DV-0041
NOTICE OF SUMMONS--SERVICE 

BY PUBLICATION
TO: Gregory Broadway, Jr., Defen-
dant named above:

You are hereby notified that the 
above-styled action seeking Com-
plaint for Divorce was filed against 
you in said Court on April 1, 2026, 
and that by reason of an order for 
service of summons by publication 
entered by the court on April 2, 
2026 you are hereby commanded 
and required to file with the clerk of 
said court and serve upon Kristina 
Broadway, plaintiff, whose address is 
P.O. Box 326 Vienna, GA 31092 an 
answer to the complaint within sixty 
(60) days of the date of the order of 
service by publication. If you fail to do 
so, judgment by default will be taken 
against you for the relief demanded 
in the complaint. 
Witness the Honorable Amy Bryant, 
Judge of said Court.
This 2nd day of April, 2026.
/s/ Rosa B.Childs
Clerk of Superior Court
Dooly, County

April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2026

NO26-013
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

DOOLY COUNTY 
IN RE: ESTATE OF CALVIN LESTER 
All creditors of the estate of said 
deceased, late of said county, are 
notified to render their demands to 
the undersigned according to law, 
and all persons indebted to said es-
tate are required to make immediate 
payment to us. 
This 23rd day of March, 2026. 
Martha J Lester-Harris 
501 Callandale Lane 
Durham, NC 27703 

April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2026

NO26-011
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
  Undersigned, Carol Holt Davis 
and David Ernest Holt, Co-Executors 
of the Estate of Ernestine Holt, hereby 
gives in terms of establishment 
comprising Section 53-7-41 of the 
Official Code of Georgia Annotated 
notice to all creditors and claimants 
of the above named decedent’s 
estate to render in an account of 
their demands, properly attested, to 
said Co-Executors and all persons 
owing to said estate are required to 
make prompt payment to said Co-
Executors having postal addresses 
of 2270 Dooly High Road, Vienna, 
GA  31092, and 1590 Truluck Road, 
Vienna, GA  31092, respectively.
Carol Holt Davis and David Ernest 
Holt  Co-Executors
LAW OFFICE OF NICHOLSON C. 
EDWARDS, LLC
Attorney for Co-Executors

March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2026
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Dooly County 
Lady Bobcat 

Makes All-State 
History

Contributed
The Atlanta Journal-Constitu-

tion has oIficiall\ released its 
GHSA Girls Basketball All-
State 7eams and we are Sroud to 
celeErate one oI our Yer\ own. 
Congratulations to -a’Ka\la 
+ooks Ior Eeing selected to the 
Class $ 'iYision ,, $ll�State 
7eam �1e[t ���. Standing tall 
at �’�µ, -a’Ka\la continues to 
reSresent 'ool\ Count\ +igh 
School with e[cellence on and 
oII the court. 
+er dedication, dominance, 

and leadershiS haYe earned her 
recognition among the toS Sla\-
ers in the entire state oI Georgia. 
7his recognition is a testament 

to the hard work, commitment, 
and Sride that defines �%oEcat-
1ation. -a’Ka\la continues to 
raise the standard and reSresent 
7he GroYe at the highest leYel. 
7he Iuture is Eright Ior Lad\ 
%oEcat %asketEall.

FA Hoping to Take Next Steps 
Toward Region Championship

By Head Coach 
Mike Ashley

:e came Eack Irom sSring Ereak hoSing 
to Ereak the trend at )ullington and haYe 
a good run EeIore and get Eack to Sla\ing 
EaseEall. %ut we had Southland $cadem\ 
come and Sla\ us here at home last 0on-
da\ and , started (li $shle\ and had one 
SroEaEl\ one oI his Eest outings this \ear 
and used it as a warmuS with three innings 
and %rantle\ 5oss a couSle oI innings and 
then Erought in 7ucker Sorrow and the\ 
all Sitched good enough to win, Eut Must 
couldn’t hit the Eall, a lot oI Soor mental 
aSSroach at the Eatter’s Eo[ and had a lot 
oI gu\s watching strike three and couSle 
didn’t eYen take their Eat oII their shoulder. 
, didn’t know whether the\ were still men-

tall\ on sSring Ereak. ,t was a close game 
��� and Cash Greene had the onl\ two 5%,. 
%rantle\ 5oss had done a reall\ good MoE 
with two strikes moYing oYer (li $shle\ 
and Chase +ughes to Sut ¶em in scoring So-
sition EeIore Cash Sicked uS the 5%,’s. ,t 
was not a total disaSSointment, Eut we had 
done a lot oI work the Saturda\ EeIore we 
came Eack to school and eYer\Eod\ seemed 
to Ee with it, Eut we Must couldn’t get it to-
gether that da\. 
Last 7uesda\, we turned around and traY-

eled to Southland to Sla\ ¶em again. , started 
Cash Greene and he was doing reall\ well 
into the third inning Sutting the Eall in Sla\ 
seYeral times, Eut couldn’t get Ease hits, Eut 
it was a close Eall game and Cash got in-
Mured on the mound and steSSed oII Ior a 
Sick�oII Eack to first and his Ioot came out 
Irom under him and strained his hamstring, 
so the ne[t inning, he’s uS to Eat and la\s a 
Eunt down to first and ends uS Sulling that 
hamstring and had to come out oI the game. 
Seeing that we had a region game coming 

uS, , was not going to ¶Eurn’ the rest oI our 
Sitching and $ugie +arris Sitched Ior the 

first time this \ear and he struggled 
a little Eit and that’s to Ee e[Sected. 
7hings got sort oI out oI hand, so , 
Erought in -ohn :ilson )lo\d that , 

knew he was going to throw strikes 
and the\ Sut the Eall in Sla\. :e 
had a couSle oI errors, Eut through-
out that game, our at�Eats were not 
Tualit\ at�Eats, we didn’t haYe Eut 
a couSle oI Ease hits. 
7ucker Sorrow finall\ Eroke out 

oI the little slumS he had Eeen 
in with right oII center oSSosite 
Ease hit, Eut we ended uS getting 
run ruled losing ���� and a disaS-
Sointing outing all together. :e 
got Eack to the school, kind oI 
regrouSed and got our mind right 
going to Grace Christian down 
in %ainEridge last 7hursda\ Ior 
our first region game with them. 
:e started %rantle\ 5oss on the 
mound and he did reall\ well 
struggling with the umSires strike 
]one, the low strike he had Eeen 
getting all season was not there. 
7hat umSire wanted something a 
little higher, so he finall\ adMusted 
to it and came around. (li $shle\ 
struggled the first couSle oI at�Eats, 
Eut he finall\ got himselI a hit. +e 
has scored some runs and is lead-
ing in stolen Eases. Chase +ughes 
and -.:. )lo\d had a reall\ Eig game and , 
was so haSS\ Ior those seniors. 
Chase missed hitting one out E\ Must a cou-

Sle oI Ieet. -.:. Sut the Eat on the Eall and 
had seYeral 5%,. Cash Greene and $ugie 
+arris hit the Eall reall\ well, so it was good 
to see the middle and Eack halI oI the lineuS 
start coming aliYe which is what ,’Ye Eeen 
waiting on. , was haSS\ Ior them Eecause 
iI those gu\s don’t get it done, we usuall\ 
struggle a little Eit. (li who’s ranked num-
Eer �� in all oI G,$$ as Iar as runs scored 
did get a hit. 7hat tells me that the gu\s Ee-
hind him are doing their MoE. %rantle\ 5oss 
scored oII an error, Eut Sut himselI in Sosi-
tion to haYe some success. 
:e ended uS run�ruling them ���� in the 

fiIth inning. , told the gu\s, iI we go down 
there and take care oI Eusiness, Grace is 

\oung, reEuilding, the\ lost , think eYer\ 
Eall Sla\er the\ had last \ear and haYe a 
new coach. 7his week, %rantle\ 5oss who 
is leading in Eatting aYerage had the mound 
7uesda\, $Sril �� and hoSeIull\ will close 
out that series. 
:e then Sla\ed Grace $cadem\ again 

7hursda\ on the road. :e need to wraS uS 
that series with 0a[ PreSs haYing us ranked 
numEer one in the region. :e’ll also need 
to Eeat CrisS $cadem\ on $Sril �� aIter we 
take care oI Grace and that will seal our re-
gion chamSionshiS.
 +oSeIull\ we’ll see some oI these \oung-

er gu\s get Eack to where the\ were EeIore 
sSring Ereak, so ,’m looking Iorward to it 
and e[cited to see what we do this week. $t 
Sress�time, the team is ��� oYerall and ��� 
in the region.

Photo by Bonnie Hauesler
#4 Cash Greene

Bobcat JV Soccer Team Secures a Victory
Contributed

7he 'ool\ Count\ %oEcat -unior Var-
sit\ Eo\s secured a ��� win in last 7hurs-
da\’s match oYer Valdosta +igh School. 

Cole Gaultne\ had a Erace �two goals� 
while -osue 0orales and 0atthew +\att 
had one goal each. :e made seYeral mis-
takes and we didn’t caSitali]e on some 

oSSortunities we had, Eut we were re-
lentless and were aEle to secure the win. 
:e’re e[tremel\ Sroud oI our Eo\s Ior 
their eIIorts.




