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Commissioners OK Middle Flint
Regional E911 FY Budget Increase

By Tim Franzén
News Observer Reporter

A funding request from Middle
Flint Regional E911 Authority
for Fiscal Year 2025-2026 of
a little over $123,646 was ap-
proved by the commissioners.
The current funding is $108,791.
This marks an increase of
$14.855 over last year’s budget
request. Board Chairman David
Barron signed off on a contract
with Reeves Construction Co.
for the resurfacing on Liberty
Church Road totaling $452,235
with that work to be completed
by June 30, 2025.

Also, under the Local Main-
tenance Improvement Grant
Fiscal Year 2024 Action Plan
where GDOT had a list of 29
roads to be centerlined striped,
Dooly County was eligible for
$165.480, leaving $17,728 un-
spent on that completed project.
The remaining amount would
need to be returned. No action
was taken. The county is eli-
gible for $900,264 from GDOT
through the FY 2025 Local
Road Assistance Program Ap-
plication must be submitted by
June 15. More information on
those road projects will be ad-
dressed at the next meeting.

The board agreed to table a
decision on a request from the
Cordele Judicial Circuit on the
FY 2025-2026 budget until the
Governor signs a bill that would
reduce the request for funding.
Officials with the Department
of Natural Resources Flood-
plain Unit-State of Georgia
were asked to present the latest
on the National Flood Insurance
Program and one of the issues
that Dooly County needs to ad-
dress is after reading through
the codes, there were inconsis-
tencies with the ordinance that
the state has on file dating back
to 2009.

It was stated that there i
portant language missing that
are part of the minimum stan-
dards specifically in relation to
Recreational Vehicles and that
they can only be on property
and in place for 180 days. Those

~ vehicles would then need to be
relocated. No action was taken.

A public hearing was held on
a conditional use application

BUDGET INCREASE
CONTINUED PG 4A

Two Accidents are Under

Investigation in Dooly County

By EMS Director
Don Williford

Dooly County Public Safety
officials were busy with several
wrecks throughout the county
last Thursday, April 17. The first
accident occurred just inside the
Vienna City Limits at Roseburg
Road and Highway 41 involved
a log truck and a passenger ve-
hicle. One injury was reported
in that wreck. The Vienna Vol-
unteer Fire Department was dis-
patched as well along with Doo-
ly County EMS, Vienna Police
Department, DCSO and Georgia
State Patrol. The Vienna Fire
Department was required to ex-
tricate the driver out of the car.

The female patient involved in
the Vienna wreck had moderate
injuries and was initially trans-
ported to a local hospital for
evaluation, but was later trans-
ported to Phoebe Putney Hospi-
tal due to her injuries from the
accident.

The vehicle also received sig-
nificant damage to the driver’s
side. The investigation is still

TWO ACCIDENTS
CONTINUED PG 4A

Photo by Don Wilford

A local woman had to be extricated from this vehicle following an
accident with a log truck last Thursday morning.

Photo by Don Williford

A second accident last Thursday involved five vehicles, two those being
semis on 1-75 mile marker 118. Three patients were injured, but none
of those were believed to be serious.

News Observer Reporter

The council gave a green-light
to an Industrial pretreatment
permit for the House of Raeford.
According to City Administra-
tor Michael Bowens, “It has
been updated specific to House
of Raeford, Inc. The previous
pretreatment permit was in the
name of Tyson. They have a
handle on what their process is
like in the wastewater they gen-
erate. They do a pre-treatment to
the water before it’s sent to our
wastewater treatment plant and
so we have all the parameters
they have to meet, flows, the

discharge and the testing pro-

HOUSE OF
FOK

Industrial
Pretreatment
Permit Granted

By Tim Franzén

cedures and testing days. Public
Works Superintendent Nathan
Jordan had recommended and
the council agreed to hire a new
employee, Mr. Tramon Barlow
to the grounds crew.

According to Mr. Bowens,
“He has gone through all of
the proper protocols and proce-
dures, background checks, etc.
He has passed all of those and
meets those qualifications. The
city application for a Commu-
nity Development Block Grant
was submitted April 4 and the
Department of Community Af-
fairs will announce the award

HOUSE OF RAEFORD
CONTINUED PG 4A

Deacon George Jordan

Photo By Tim Franzén
Pictured are Mayor Eddie Daniels, Mr. George Jordan and Bethel Baptist
Church Pastor Rev. Bobby G. West as the mayor reads a proclamation in honor
of the 106-year-old lifetime resident of Vienna, Ga.

By Reverend Bobby G. West and
Tim Franzén News Observer Reporter

It was George Jordan’s day last Tuesday,
. April 15 and it started with a birthday drive-
" by with a police-escort of well wishers from
Dooly County including members of his
congregation at Bethel Baptist Church in Vi-
enna. According to his Pastor the Reverend
Bobby G. West, “To describe Vienna resident
George Jordan as a rare individual would be
an understatement. In fact, Deacon George
Jordan is truly exceptional. He is an African

Celebrates 106 Years!

Photo By Tim Franzén
The event started with a police led motorcade of his congregation at Bethel Baptist Church in
Vienna as well as members of the Dooly County community.

American and a World War II combat vet-
eran, a remarkable combination when con-
sidering that out of 16 million World War II
veterans, approximately 900,000 were Black
Americans.
brave individuals were deployed overseas to
engage in combat, and George was among
them. Today, less than 1% of all veterans be-
long to the World War II era, making Deacon
George Jordan even more extraordinary, as
he stands well below that already minuscule

JORDAN 106 YEARS CONTINUED PG 2A

Only about 125,000 of these
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Vienna Church of God
Participates in Annual

2025 CrossWalk

By Tim Franzén
News Observer Reporter

Vienna Church of God Pas-
tor Scott Bryant, his wife Amy
along with other area churches
observed Good Friday in a spe-
cial way. Different denomina-
tions participated in bringing,
‘A Light of Hope’ Good Friday,
April 18.

Pastor Bryant said, “Jesus tells
us in Matthew Chapter 16 to
take up our cross daily. Good
Friday, we were representing
what he has done for us and how
he walked his journey and car-
ried his cross. We are taking up
our cross and putting our faith
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in action walking with people
from Crisp, Dooly and Wilcox
Counties joining in. Different
people carried the cross and
passed off to other community
members. The walk started
at Hand of Hope, 1205 South
Seventh Street in Cordele April
18 and traveled approximately
three miles along Sixteenth
Avenue out to Georgia Home
Center on the left before you
get to Sunbelt Ford in Cordele.
It took approximately two and
half hours with a police escort.
It was just a great time with the
community and a way for us to
silently share the Gospel and
remember the act of Christ and

what he did on Good Friday for
us.”

Sandi Carnes, director of the
Hand of Hope in Cordele that
coordinates this annual event
added, “We are very honored to
be doing this for the ninth year
in a row, we plan to keep on do-
ing it. We’re the city on the hill
letting everybody know why Je-
sus is so important and the most
important person you’ll ever in-
troduce your children to.”

The event again was hosted by
Hand of Hope, Inc. For more in-
formation locally, you can con-
tact Vienna Church of God for
upcoming community events.

Hogs 4 Housing GBA Contest
Coming Up Very Soon

Chamber President-CEO
Rhonda Lamb

Just a friendly reminder about
the upcoming Hogs 4 Housing
GBA contest at the BIG PIG
JIG venue on May 2 and 3.
Please text or call me and let me
know if you plan to join us so
that I can add you to the team
roster! You can screenshot, scan
and email or text me your app!
As always, if I can do anything
at all to assist you, please nev-
er hesitate to reach out to me!
(229) 322-1596.

For any teams that are willing
to donate any left-over pork you
have after the competition we
would appreciate having that
again this year. We were able to
make two fundraisers out of one
with your generous donations
of nearly 200lbs of BBQ! This
is an extremely important fun-
draiser for Crisp Dooly Fuller
Center for Housing, and I hope
we can count on you to support
this meaningful cause. We are
a non-profit 501c3, Christian
Housing Ministry dedicated to
eliminating poverty housing

worldwide.

By forming partnerships with
local organizations, The Fuller
Center provides the structure,
guidance and support that com-
munities need to build and re-
pair homes for those in need in
our local community. We have
built over 24 homes locally for
very deserving families that
would otherwise not have the
means to realize home owner-
ship. We also assist with weath-
erization projects, wheelchair
ramps, minor home repairs and
other housing needs. In addition

jORDAN 106 YEARS CONTINUED FROM 1A

percentage. Deacon Jordan
is a man of great character, a
devout individual deserving of
immense respect.”

Born on April 15, 1919, he
officially celebrated his 106th
birthday on April 15, Tuesday,
at Bethel Baptist Church in Vi-
enna. He has been a member
of this church for 78 years and
holds the distinction of being its
oldest member. Growing up in
the early 1900s, George was one
of ten children born to a family
of sharecroppers in Skag, Mor-
gan, and Dooly Counties. Back
then, cotton and peanuts were
the main crops, and hard work
was a way of life for George
and his family as they plowed
the fields, often singing spiri-
tual hymns still cherished in
churches today.

Tragedy struck when George’s
father passed away when
George was just five years old.
His mother, Emma Jordan,
bravely took on the responsi-
bility of raising ten remark-
able children. George Jordan
stands out as an extraordinary
individual, being the last sur-
viving sibling of the ten Jor-
dan children. Farming quickly
turned into fighting for George
when, in 1942, the draft called
his name as World War II raged
on. He began his military train-
ing at Fort Benning, Ga. before

receiving orders to join a truck
battalion that would eventually
embark on a fleet of ships head-
ed to Okinawa, Japan.

Upon arriving on the island,
George and his comrades faced
nightly bombing, the loss of
fellow soldiers, and even a
typhoon. He vividly recalled
that during the storm, ships
were washed ashore, men
were swept away, and count-
less buildings were destroyed.
One of George’s assignments in
Okinawa involved transporting
Japanese prisoners to tempo-
rary compounds in his truck.

After completing his tour of
duty, George returned to the
United States with an honor-
able discharge and four military
medals: the World War II Vic-
tory Medal, American Service
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Service
Medal, and the Good Conduct
Medal. Upon returning home
from the war, George worked
in both farming and industrial
jobs, ultimately retiring after 18
years with the Georgia Depart-
ment of Transportation.

He was married to the love
of his life, Leona, for over 50
years until her passing in 2011.
Together, they raised four chil-
dren: two sons, Nathan Jerome
and George Keith, and two
daughters, Sandra Paulette and
Emma Luella, both of whom

have passed away.

During his 72 years at Bethel
Baptist, George has served as
Sunday School superintendent,
treasurer, former chairman of
the deacon ministry, and is cur-
rently a deacon. He has also
played a vital role in teaching
the men of the church how to
raise hymns in a special and
stirring manner.

Today, George Jordan stands
tall and healthy. He remains in-
dependent, cooking and caring
for himself while maintaining
his own home. However, his
son Nathan checks in on him
daily and serves as his father’s
chauffeur when needed.

When 1 asked Mr. George
about his secret to a long and
blessed life, he replied, “I was
always honorable to my moth-
er and never crossed her. Oh,
I might have gone out in the
backyard to say a few words and
cry like a baby, but I never did
it to her face.” George recalled
the biblical verse from Exodus
20:12: “Honor thy father and
thy mother, that thy days may
be long upon the earth, which
the Lord thy God giveth thee.”
Deacon George Jordan is in-
deed a rare gem—a noteworthy
man who has honored his coun-
try, his community, his family,
and God throughout his illustri-
ous life. Mr. Jordan enjoyed the

Georgia EPD.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Scrap Tire Recycling Event

The Dooly County Public Works Department will conduct a Scrap
Tire Recycling Event on the following days: Mon-Thurs, May 5-8; and
Mon-Thurs, May 12-15.

County residents are invited to bring old tires for recycling. There is
a limit to the total number of tires that can be accepted at this Event.
The Event will be a first come first served basis.

The Event may end early, depending on the number of tires received.
Tires cannot be from a source considered a Tire Generator by the

For additional information, you can contact the Public Works
Department at 229-645-3361.

By Marsha Mulderig

Vienna Mayor Eddie Daniels
signed a proclamation recently
celebrating Garden Week April
20-April 26 in Georgia.

The proclamation read in
part, “Gardeners have a pas-
sion for nurturing the beauty
and resources of the earth
through planting of seeds, care
of all plants and the harvesting
of the riches of their efforts.
Gardeners seek to add beauty,

APRIL 24, 2025
Mayor Signs Proclamation-
Flower Arrangement
Presented to Library
Celebrating Garden

Week

splendor.fragrance and nutrition
to our lives through the growing
of herbs, vegetables, foliage and
flowers.

Gardeners advocate the im-
portance of all creatures, large
and small that share our world
and their roles in a balanced and
productive ecology. Garden-
ing furnishes a challenging and
productive activity for many
citizens, for those just learning
as well as those having years of
experience.
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Gardening promotes a healthy
lifestyle that lasts a lifetime,
helps reduce stress from other
areas of life, and teaches that
rewards come from diligent ef-
forts. Gardening enables mem-
bers of garden clubs across Ga.
and the nation to serve others in
the communities in which they
reside and work.”

Also present representing Vi-
enna Garden Club were Elaine
Johnson and Marsha Mulderig.
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to the housing program, we also
have a Thrift Store as a part of
our ministry.

Thanks to generous dona-
tions from the community and
area businesses, we can pro-
vide quality low-cost items to
include clothing, housewares,
furniture, appliances and much
more. In these challenging eco-
nomic times having the thrift

celebration from his front door
including a prayer and a hymn.

Mayor Eddie Daniels read a
proclamation in his honor, “Mr.
George Jordan is the oldest liv-
ing family descendent celebrat-
ing his 106th birthday on April
15,2025. He is the great-grand-
son of Jack Jordan-1850, a for-
mer slave who was 12-years of
age when President Abraham
Lincoln signed the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation freeing the
slaves and marrying Ella Ham-
ilton Jordan-1865. Mr. Jordan
and his descendents roots in
the City’s of Vienna, Pinehu-
rst, Unadilla and all of Dooly
County from the 1800’s to the
present day. They have made
a significant positive contribu-
tion to the religious, civic and
social standards of this great
city. Mr. George, his great wife
of 60 years Leona and his fam-
ily-children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren instilling
the values of education, hard
work and responsibility to the
family, to the church and com-
munity have shone grace and
dignity during a lifetime of resi-
dence in the City of Vienna. Mr.

shop in our community is a great
resource for families that are
struggling to make ends meet.
We also provide items and re-
sources to families who are go-
ing through hardship and in des-
perate need of a helping hand at
no cost.

Please support this great contest
and help us provide the needed
resources to so many deserving

families that are desperate for
this assistance. Thank you for all
that you do to make a difference
in the lives of others. Don’t for-
get, we will also have the PCA
Pizza Cookoff on Friday, May 2.
If you have any questions about
the Pizza Cook Off, please call
Jerry Belcastro at (404) 992-
4309. I look forward to seeing
all of you again very soon.

Photo By Tim Franzén

Mr. George Jordan who celebrated his 106th birthday, Tuesday April
15,2025

Jordan has extended a legacy
of devotion to Almighty God
and Jesus Christ, his Lord and
Savior and the historic Bethel
Baptist Church where they have
worshipped for over 60 years.
The City of Vienna congratu-
lates Mr. George Jordan on his
excellent legacy of love, grace,

faith, courage and dignity.”

The Tuesday, April 15 festivi-
ties concluded for the most part
with a revival night of service
held at Bethel Baptist Church in
honor of 106-year-old Deacon
George Jordan.

PUBLIC HEARING

days).

The Dooly County Planning Commission will conduct a Public Hearing at 5:30 PM
on May 12", 2025, at the Dooly County Commissioners Office at 113 N. Third Street
in Vienna. The purpose of the Public Hearing is to allow the Planning Commission
to receive citizens’ input and comments on the following zoning request.

Request #1 — Jesse Paaso has submitted a Zoning Variance Application for Parcel
74C-53. The property is presently zoned Agricultural, which requires 150’ road
frontage. The Variance will allow ingress/egress to the property by a 110" of road
frontage. The property is located at Hwy 41 North of Unadilla, GA.

Dooly County does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion (creed),
gender, gender expression, age, national origin (ancestry), disability, marital status,
sexual orientation, or military status, in any of its activities or operations.
County will assist citizens with special needs given proper notice (seven working

For more information, contact Zoning
Administrator
Glenn A. Layson at 229-268-4228.

Dooly

[
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Obituaries

Danny Calhoun

Danny Calhoun, age 78, of
105 Cardinal Avenue, Perry,
died Thursday, April 10, 2025,
at Emory University Hospital
in Atlanta.

Born in Hawkinsville, he was
the son of the late Malcolm
Calhoun and Carrie Mae
Mitchell Calhoun. He was a
United States Army veteran
and retired as a supervisor at
Fort Benning. Danny loved
arrowhead hunting, fishing and
riding his Harley Davidson

motorcycle. More than
anything else, he loved his
family.

Heissurvivedbyhiswife,Edna
Calhoun of Perry; his children,
Danny Lynn Calhoun of Front
Royal, VA, Michael Dutcher
of Unadilla, Debbie Cross

Douglas

(Jeff) of Perry, Dale Dutcher
of Unadilla, Keith Dutcher of
Americus and Millie Kobs of
Andersonville; his brothers,
Wayne Calhoun (Cathy) of
Elbert, CO and Greg Calhoun
(Debbie) of Parrottsville, TN;
many grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

No services were held.

For those who wish to honor
Danny’s memory, the family
suggests a memorial gift to the
Tunnel to Towers Foundation,
2361 Hylan Boulevard, Staten
Island, New York 10306.
Friends may sign the online
register book at www.brannen-
nesmith.com.
Brannen-NeSmith Funeral
Home of Unadilla had charge
of arrangements.

“Chris”

Martin

Douglas “Chris” Martin, age
70, of 618B Tom Taylor Road,
Hawkinsville, died Monday,
April 7,2025, at his residence.

Born in Vienna, he was the
son of the late Douglas Martin
and Virgie Mashburn Martin.
He was a United States Army
veteran. Chris was a free-
spirit who loved having a good
time, riding motorcycles and
spending time with his family
and friends. He treasured his
daughter and his grandchildren
most of all. He had worked at
Georgia Pacific in Vienna and
retired from Acuity Brands
Lighting. Chris was a Christian
and attended Home Church.

He is survived by his daughter,
Crystal Martin of Hawkinsville;
his brother, Mike Martin (Ann)
of Hawkinsville; his sister,
Beth Bridges of Hawkinsville;
his  brother-in-law, Doodle
Vaughn of Hawkinsville; his
grandchildren, Damon Snow,

Devin Snow and Brooklyn
Dotson; 3 great grandchildren;
several nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by his
sisters, Gail Vaughn and Patty
Johnston.

No services were held.

The family suggests a donation
to Crystal Martin to assist with
her ongoing medical expenses.
Checks may be mailed to
Crystal Martin, 618B Tom

Taylor Road, Hawkinsville,
GA 31036.

The family would like
to extend their sincere
appreciation to Georgia

Hospice Care for the care given
to Chris during his final days.

Friends may sign the online
register book at www.brannen-
nesmith.com.

Brannen-NeSmith ~ Funeral
Home of Unadilla had charge
of arrangements.
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APRIL 24, 2025

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF
DOOLY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF
CHAD TAYLOR ROADIFER, DE-
CEASED
ESTATE NO. 25-0013
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF AD-
MINISTRATION NOTICE
TO: CHRISTOPHER ROADIFER
and to whom it may concern:
BARBARA JACKSON has petitioned
for BARBARA JACKSON to be
appointed administrator(s) of the
estate of CHAD TAYLOR ROADI-
FER, deceased, of said county. (The
petitioner has also applied for waiver
of bond, waiver or reports, waiver of
statements, and/or grant a certain
powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-
12-261.) All interested persons are
hereby notified to show cause why
said petition should not be granted.
All objections to the petition must be
in writing, setting for the grounds of
any such objections, and must be
filed with the Court on or before April
28, 2025.

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All
objections to the petition must be in
writing, setting forth the grounds of
any such objections. All objections
should be sworn to before a notary
public or before a probate court clerk,
and filing fees must be tendered with
your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact pro-
bate court personnel for the required
amount of filing fees. If any objections
are filed, a hearing will be scheduled
at a later date. If no objections are
filed, the petition may be granted
without a hearing.

Roney Bowen lIl, Judge of the Pro-
bate Court

By Denal Fluellen, Clerk of the Pro-
bate Court

Dooly County Probate Court

104 South Second Street

Vienna, GA 31092

229-268-4217

4/3, 4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 2025
0696-VNO

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF Dooly
COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF EAVIN DAW-
SON, DECEASED

ESTATE NO: 25-0017

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF AD-
MINISTRATION NOTICE
TO: OCTAVIOUS WIGGINS
and TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

SELMA LEGGETT has petitioned

for SELMA LEGGETT to be ap-

pointed administrator of the estate
of EAVIN DAWSON, deceased of
said county. (The petitioner has also
applied for waiver of bond, waiver of
reports, waiver of statements, and/or
grant of certain powers contained in
0.C.G.A. §53-12-261.) All interested
persons are hereby notified to show
cause why said petition should not be
granted. All objections to the petition
must be in writing, setting forth the
grounds of any such objections, and
must be filed with the Court on or
before MAY 12, 2025.

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All
objections to the petition must be in
writing, setting forth the grounds of
any such objections. All objections
should be sworn to before a notary
public or before a probate court clerk,
and filing fees must be tendered with
your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact pro-
bate court personnel for the required
amount of filing fees. If any objections
are filed, a hearing will be scheduled
at a later date. If no objections are
filed, the petition may be granted
without a hearing.

Rooney Bowen lll, Judge of the
Probate Court

By Denal Fluellen, Clerk of the Pro-
bate Court

Dooly County Probate Court

104 South Second Street

Vienna, GA 31092

229-268-4217

4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 5/1, 2025
0703-VNO

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF
DOOLY COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF

BENNIE BARRON, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 25-0014

NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE
FOR YEAR'’S SUPPORT

The petition of SHIRLENE BAR-
RON, for a year’s support from
the estate of BENNIE BARRON,
deceased, for decedent’s surviving
spouse, having been duly filed, all
interested parties are hereby notified
to show cause, if any they have, on or
before May 5, 2025, why said petition
should not be granted.

All objections to the Petition must
be in writing, setting forth the grounds
of any such objections, and must be
filed on or before the time stated in
the preceding sentence. All objec-
tions should be sworn to before a
notary public or before a probate

court clerk, and filing fees must be
tendered with your objections, unless
you qualify to file as an indigent party.
Contact probate court personnel for
the required amount of filing fees. If
any objections are filed, a hearing
will be scheduled at a later date. If no
objections are filed the petition may
be granted without a hearing.
Rooney Bowen, Ill, Judge of the
Probate Court

By: Denal Fluellen, Clerk of the Pro-
bate Court

PO Box 304

Vienna, GA 31092

(229)268-4217

4/10, 4/17, 4/24,

LEGAL NOTICE

Atlanta Gas Light Company is fil-
ing its Capacity Supply Plan under
0.C.G.A. §46-4-155 with the Georgia
Public Service Commission (“Com-
mission”) on July 1, 2025, in Docket
No. 56177. A copy of the Capacity
Supply Plan will be on file with the
Commission once filed.

The Georgia Public Service Com-
mission will hold a hearing on Thurs-
day, September 4, 2025, at 9:30
a.m. at the Georgia Public Service
Commission, Room 110, at 244
Washington Street S.W., Atlanta,
Georgia 30334-5701 for the purpose
of hearing evidence regarding the
Capacity Supply Plan.

In accordance with O.C.G.A. § 46-
2-59(c), persons wishing to intervene
must file a petition to intervene with
the Commission within thirty (30)
days of the first publication of this
notice. This filing shall be made at
the office of the Executive Secretary,
Georgia Public Service Commis-
sion, 244 Washington Street, S.W.,
Atlanta, Georgia 30334-5701.

If you have a disability and will need
assistance or accommodations to
participate or need further informa-
tion, please contact the Executive
Director’s Office, Georgia Public
Service Commission at (404) 656-
4501 or 1 (800) 282-5813 (inside
Georgia only).

This notice is published in accor-
dance with Ga. Comp. R. & Regs.
515-2-1-.04.

Elizabeth Wade, Esq.

Chief Counsel, Regulatory Affairs
Atlanta Gas Light Company
4/24/2025

0704-VNO

N OTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF DOOLY
All creditors of the estate of JOHN
RHA McCLESKEY, JR., deceased,
late of Dooly County, Georgia, are
hereby notified to render their de-
mands to the undersigned according
to law, and all persons indebted to
said Estate are required to make im-
mediate payment to the undersigned.
JOHN RHA McCLESKEY, lll,
Successor Executor
P.O. Box 686
Unadilla, Georgia 31091
Sara C. Diamond Wechsler
WALKER, HULBERT, GRAY &
MOORE, LLP
PO Box 1770
Perry, GA 31069
478-987-1415
4/3,4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 20250695-VNO

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF
HOUSTON COUNTY, GEORGIA
IN THE INTEREST OF:

B.B., SEXM, AGE 8, DOB 12/2016,
CASE #2500111

K. F., SEX M, AGE 6, DOB 05/2018,
CASE #2500113

A. D. J., SEX F, AGE 2, bOB
11/2022, CASE #2500114
CHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS
OF AGE

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,
ANY KNOWN AND UNKNOWN
PUTATIVE FATHER(S), AND ANY-
ONE ELSE CLAIMING A PAREN-
TAL INTEREST IN THE ABOVE
CHILDREN BORN TO JANIQUE
FRITZGERALD

You are notified that a Petition for
Guardianship was filed against you in
said court on 03/20/25, an Order for
Service by Publication was entered
on 03/21/25

YOU ARE COMMANDED AND
REQUIRED TO BE AND APPEAR
before Houston County Juvenile
Court, held at Houston County Juve-
nile Court, Warner Robins, Georgia
on 06/04/25 at 8:30 o’clock a.m., fora
hearing following service by publica-
tion. Serve an answer on Petitioner’s
Attorney, James E. Patterson, P. O.
Box 1006, Forsyth, Georgia 31029.
You may obtain a copy of the peti-
tion by contacting Houston County
Juvenile Court Clerk.

WITNESS the Honorable Judges
of this court, this 24th day of March,
2025.

CHRISTINA HARPER, DEPUTY
CLERK, HOUSTON CO. JUVENILE
COURT

4/3, 4110, 4/17, 4/24, 2025
0697-VNO

email:

Snow United
Methodist Church
Homecoming
now United Methodist Church
will be having Homecoming
on Sunday April 27th @11AM.
Hamp Jones will be the speaker.
This is our annual event to raise
money for cemetery upkeep.
All past members and families
are invited. Lunch will follow
church services. Need more
information call 478 627 -3051

leave a message.

Christ Chapel
Unadilla April Food
Drive-Pantry Dates
There will be two food pantries
at Christ Chapel Saturday’s,
April 19 and April 26 from 10:00
a.m.-12 Noon. The church is
located at 400 Jeannette Street
in Unadilla. Volunteer check-in
is 9:30 a.m.-9:45 a.m. For more
information, contact CCU at

478-627-9352.

St. Mark Missionar K
Baptist Church 97t
Anniversary

You are cordially invited to
come and worhsip with us as
we celebrate our 97th Church
Anniversary, Sunday, May
4, 2025 at 2:00pm. The guest
minister will be Rev. Choice
Cobb and Free Providence and
Springhill Baptist Churches in
charge. We ask that you come &
fellowship with us and help us
uplift the name of Jesus. Thank
you and May God Bless each of
you!

GFWC Vienna
Womans Club
Museum Hours
The Dooly County Veterans
Museum will be open on the
following days from May
17, Armed Forces Day. May
26, Memorial Day. June 6,
D-Day. June 14, Flag Day-
Army Day. September 18, Air
Force Birthday. October 13,

Ldooly Cowurzty _
Communit

CALENDAR

thenewsobservereditor@gmail.com

Navy Birthday. November 10-
11 Marine Day and Veterans
Day and December 7, Pearl
Harbor Day. Private tours can
be arranged for other dates and
times by texting 229-347-0834.

Bingo Night in
Byromville
Enjoy Bingo Game night on
the second Thursday of every
month starting at 6:00 p.m.
in the Byromville Municipal
Complex. This is for individuals
55 and older. Free entry-
tellowship-games and prizes.

Town of Dooling
Meeting

The Town of Dooling-Town
Meeting will now be held on
the 3rd Tuesday of each month
starting at 6:00p.m. (Except
for the months of July & Dec.
when no meeting will be held.)
If you plan to bring an issue to
the board, please contact the
Mayor in writing a week before
the town meeting to be placed
on the agenda.

Bobcat Bulletin
Please watch Bobcat Bulletin
via Facebook - Instagram. FB
Dooly County High School.
IG  doolycounthigh.  Every
Monday at 1:00PM. Courtesy
of Mr. A. Kendrick’s A/V Class.

Dooly County
Library
1200 East Union St., Vienna
Mon. - Thurs. 9AM-6PM
Fri. 9:30A.M. - 4P.M.

Closed Saturday.
Thurasdays - COLOR &
CHAT. Color books and

colored pencils will be provided
or you can bring your own. For
more information contact Jill
Kloberdanz, library manager
library at 229-268-4687.

The Elizabeth Harris
Library
Unadilla Location:
Tues-Thurs 8:30AM-6PM

Friday 9AM-4PM
Saturday 9AM-12PM Noon
Byromville Location:
Tues-Thurs 2:30PM-5:30PM

“An Hour of
Encouragement”
Pastor Dean and the New Poplar
Spring Baptist Church would
like for you to join us every
Wednesday night @7pm for “An

C aieﬁrdar

Hour of Encouragement” on our
Conference Call line. Please dial
(253) 993-3761. am
Bethlehem Baptist
hurch
Worship With Us Each &
Every Sunday. Worship starts at
11:00am. Bible Study on each
Sunday at 5:00pm. Jerry Jamal
Sanders, Sr., Pastor. am

Crisp Dooly Fuller Center for
Housing and Thrift Store

Contributed

If you have gently used items
to include furniture, appliances,
clothing, and building materials
please consider donating to us.
We are a 501c¢3 nonprofit and
your donations are tax deduct-
ible. Transform lives and uplift
your community by visiting
The Crisp Dooly Fuller Center
for Housing-Thrift Store.

As a covenant partner of Full-
er Center, our faith-driven and

Christ-centered nonprofit orga-
nization is dedicated to rehabili-
tating homes for those in nee

Together, we can make a real
difference and bring hope to
those who need it most. Crisp
Dooly Fuller Center is located
at 205 15th Avenue East in
Cordele, Ga. Call 229-322-
4101. Store hours are Thurs-
days from 10:00 a.m. until 4:30
p.m., Friday 10:00 a.m.-5:00
p-m. and Saturdays 10:00 a.m.-
5:00 p.m.

Athens Hill Baptist Church
Vienna, GA 229-268-4883
AOH Church of God

Vienna, GA 229-268-1903
Bakersfield Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

Bay Point CME

Byromville, GA

Bethel Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

229-268-2848

Bethlehem Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
229-433-2102

Big Poplar Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA

Brown Chapel Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA

478-627-9466

Byromville Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
229-433-2505

Byromville Methodist Church
Byromville, GA
229-321-9292

Camp Creek Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA

478-627-3929

Vienna Church of Christ
Vienna, GA

229-268-1994

Vienna Church of God
Vienna, GA

229-268-1404

County Line Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA

Destiny Worship Center
International Ministries
Vienna, GA

(478) 273-8112

Dooling Baptist Church
Byromville, GA

Double Branch Freewill Baptist
Church

Unadilla, GA

Drayton Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

229-268-8456

Drayton United Methodist
Vienna, GA, 229-321-9292
Ebenezer Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

229-268-2964

Evangelistic Tabernacle Church
Vienna, GA

Local

313 W. Union St., Vienna
Open Through Lunch
Eddie Conner, Manager

229-268-2100

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Fouses of Worship

r

ance 1

al People. Local Service. Fer a Lifetime

Proudly Serving Dooly County
for more than 10 years!

Corner of Union & 3rd

\_ 229-268-4751 » Vienna J

THE CITIZENS
AGENCY

“Dependable Insurance”

;%\ 121 N. 3rd Street
ngmgem P.O. Box 486
Vienna, GA 31092

Tha Tnassdl Ca:

229-268-2800

Evergreen Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA

229-645-3476

Faith Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

229-268-2798

Forest Chapel Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA 478-645-3476
Harmony Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA

Healing and Deliverance Church
Unadilla, GA

Liberty Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA

229-645-3584

Lilly Baptist Church

Lilly, GA

Lilly Methodist Church

Lilly, GA

229-433-5691

Macedonia Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

229-268-1582

Little Poplar Baptist Church
Byromville, GA

Living Water Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA

Mars Hill Baptist Church
Vienna, GA 229-268-6795

(yeesner

INSURANCE AGENCY

Midway Independent Methodist
Church

Vienna, GA

Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Byromville, GA

Mt. Moriah Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA

Mt. Vernon Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

New Bethel Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA

478-627-3775

Mt. Zion CME

Vienna, GA

229-268-6013

Northside Missionary Baptist
Church

Vienna, GA

New Bethel CME

Pinehurst, GA

Pinehurst Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA

Pinehurst Methodist Church
Pinehurst, GA

Pleasant Hill Freewill Baptist
Church

Vienna, GA 229-268-8746

Pl nt Hill Bapt|st Church
Byromville, GA

Richwood Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

Pleasant Valley Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA

229-645-3713

Reedy Branch Baptist Church
740 Church Avenue
Byromville, GA

Riverview Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

Shady Grove CME Church
Vienna, GA

Shiloh Methodist Church
Vienna, GA

Smyrna Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

229-268-6852

Snow Methodist Church
Unadilla, GA

St. John Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

Springhill Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

St. Luke CME

Lilly, GA

St. Mark’s Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

Tippettville Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

Trails of Faith Deliverance
Holiness Church

Vienna, GA

229-268-4377

Turkey Creek Baptist Church
Lilly, GA

Unadilla First Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA

478-627-3615

Unadilla United Methodist
Church

Unadilla, GA

478-627-3330

Vienna Congregation
Vienna, GA

Vienna First Baptist Church
Vienna, GA

229-268-4386

Vienna Methodist Church
Vienna, GA

229-268-4207
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TIM LEWIS

Columnist

Cowpeas, or field peas, are
legumes commonly grown
today for food, hay, grazing,
and soil building. A native of
central Africa, the cowpea has
spread to practically all warm,
tillable areas of the earth.

Cowpeas are very popular
in the state of Georgia, and
make a good, relatively in-
expensive soil builder. Very
easy to grow, field peas thrive
on practically any type of
well-drained soil with a pH in
the range of 5.5 to 6.5. They
are generally able to with-
stand drought fairly well. As
soil conditioners, they make
sandy ground more compact
and heavy clays more friable
through added humus. The
legume reactivates dead soil
with myriads of bacteria from
nodules-supplying nitrogen.
For this reason, gardeners
should apply a limited amount
of nitrogen to the soil or face a
pea crop with lush growth and
low yields.

For food, cowpeas are pre-
pared as follows: soak peas
in lukewarm water several
hours, then let simmer at low
heat until tender. Season with
pork fat, onion, cheese, green
pepper for a tasty, sustaining
dish. Cowpeas have 19.4%
protein, 54.5% carbohydrates,
and 1.1% fat. Their vitamin
content, especially B1,is high.

Plant cowpeas an inch deep
and about three inches apart in
well-drained soil in late spring
and every two weeks there-
after until July 15 for a suc-

OFPINIONS EXPRESSED BY WRITERS ON THIS PAGE ARE THEIR OWN AND NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE NEWS OBSERVER

In The Garden With

COWPEAS

cession. Sow them in double
rows six to eight inches apart
and the rows three to four feet
apart. One pound of seed sows
100 feet of drill if spaced three
to four inches apart.

I would like to review some
of the more popular cowpea
varieties as well as some not
so familiar ones, as you may
want to consider planting
some this year.

*Big Boy (60 days) is a pro-
lific home garden, dual pur-
pose type edible pea, ideal for
canning and freezing. A medi-
um-early semi-vining pea.

*Cream 40 (60 days) is a
cross between the extra early
Blackeye and a midseason
Cream variety. Pods are high
above the foliage. Vining is
at lower levels and does not
interfere with harvest. Devel-
oped to fill the need for an
early, more productive long
pod Cream variety.

*Pinkeye Purplehull (50
days) is one of the most popu-
lar peas. A true white purple-
hull pod for market, freezing,
or shipping. When green, the
peas are white with a small
purple eye. Flavor is excel-
lent. With favorable weather,
will produce two crops on the
same plants in one season.

*Zipper Cream (70 days)
is one of the most popular
peas around the middle Geor-
gia area. Large pods filled
with whitish-green irregular-
shaped peas. Easy to shell by
hand, like unzipping a zipper.
Very prolific pea.

*Mississippi ~ Silver (55
days) is a crowder pea with
beautiful silver-colored pods.
It is earlier, has less vine,
more concentrated yield, and
shells much easier than any
other crowder type. Bunch
type plant.

*Calico Crowder (also
called Polecat Pea or Hereford
Pea) are buff-colored with ma-
roon splashes. Very flavorful.

*Big Red (Mandy) Ripper
is an heirloom variety from
Virginia and North Carolina.
A pea with 10” pods contain-
ing up to 18 peas per pod!
Reddish-green pods are borne
high on the vines, which are
resistant to heat and drought.

*Coronet Pinkeye: An im-
proved pinkeye purplehull
variety.

*Mississippi Pinkeye 2: An
improved pinkeye with better
seedling vigor and cold toler-
ance

*Elite Crowder: A prolific
bush-type cream pea with
large pods and easy-to-shell
peas.

*California Blackeye No.
46: An improved blackeye
variety with more erect plants
and good yields.

*Dixie Lee: A popular vari-
ety known for its high yield,
disease resistance, and adapt-
ability.

*Sadandy (Sa Dandy): An
open-pollinated variety with
small, white cream peas.

*Knuckle Purple Hull: A
bush-type cowpea with purple
pods and large, plump peas.

There are many other cow-
pea varieties to choose from,
but space does not permit a
fair description of them. Try
some cowpeas in your garden-
you’ll be glad you did!

Tim Lewis is a Georgia Green Industry
Association Certified Plant Professional,
gardening writer, and former Perry High
School horticulture instructor. He can be
reached at (478)954-1507 or timlewisl@
windstream.net.

_.o
DR. LANIER
ROBERTS

Columnist

1). We certainly received a
blessing today at the sunrise
(Sonrise) service. Some of
us were standing outside the
church building around 6:53
and people just kept coming.
They kept coming. They kept
coming. By the time we started
there were probably OVER A
HUNDRED PEOPLE at that
wonderful service! As usual,

BILLY POWELL
Columnist

At the age of ten, I would

slip into the Perry gym
through the rear basement.
One Saturday I went there to
play. I heard a ball bounc-
ing inside and wondered who
it was. Once inside, I met a
short, chubby man with a tam
on his head who was shooting
baskets. He threw me the ball,
saying, “Hey, boy, you want to
shoot with me?” This began
my friendship with Bill Hol-
land. Growing up in Perry, I
played basketball with Bill in
practically every backyard in
Perry. We played in Tommy
Mobley’s backyard where Bill
would shoot atop a tree stump
30-feet away and ring the goal
repetitively. We played at
Bert Bozeman’s house where
Bill would deliver a twirling
360-degree shot and knock the
bottom out of the net. At the
Powell house, Bill would rico-
chet the ball off overhanging
tree limbs and swish the net.
Bill had an insatiable fascina-
tion with basketball. He loved
to launch a basketball 25-30
feet from the goal and watch it
come crashing down through
the net. I usually teamed with
Bill to set him up for spectacu-
lar shots. When Bill attended
school at Perry, the high school
team did not have a gym--they
played outdoors. Bill arrived
at school soon after sunup and
start shooting baskets. Old-
timers say that Bill could eat
his breakfast sandwich in one
hand, shoot with the other, and
never miss a bite.

William Harrison remarked:
“I’ll always remember Bill’s
funny-looking cap, a tam! He
worked for years for his broth-

| Parables To Ponder

THINGS YOU
NEED TO KNOW

er-in-law, Phelan Andrews
at the Ice House on Highway
41. Bill lived north of Hous-
ton Lake. Bill attended ev-
ery Perry home game. Coach
Staples arranged for him to
attend free. Someone would
usually give Bill a ride to out-
of-town games. If not, he rode
the school bus. He was the
Perry Panther’s number one
fan. He always sat next to
the cheerleaders who enjoyed
his company. The Perry fans
loved Bill. He will never be
forgotten. Perry Mayor Jim
Worrall stated: “My recollec-
tion of Bill was his insistence
that I carry a rabbit’s foot for
good luck. On several occa-
sions at basketball games, he
would come up the seats to ask
me to show him the rabbit’s
foot he gave me.” “Bill usu-
ally gave the Perry players a
victory handshake before the
games,” My brother, Dwayne
Powell, said: “Bill insisted we
shake with both hands but with
our arms crossed. Bill’s magic
always worked.”

Seeing Bill sitting among the
cheerleaders cheering with all
his heart, shouting encourage-
ment over his megaphone, and
brandishing a string of lucky
rabbit feet was an inspiration
to Perry teams and their fans
alike. I shall never forget Bill’s
enthusiasm for basketball, but
the attribute that impressed me
most was his faithful church
attendance. When the doors of
Thorpe Memorial Church on
Highway 41 opened, Bill was
there. He was a mainstay in
the church choir. Always smil-
ing and affable, Bill never met
a stranger and never spoke an

ill word about anyone.

Near the end, Bill lived with
his sister, Mrs. Phelan An-
drews, on Highway 41 North.
A basketball goal stood in
the backyard. On the day that
Bill died, Mrs. Andrews said:
“On the afternoon before Bill
died, he worked in the garden
and then shot baskets until the
sun went down.” That night
God called Bill home and he
stepped inside the Eastern
gates of Heaven to begin his
first ten-thousand years with
the Lord. I know where Bill is
today. The Master said, “In My
Father’s house are many man-
sions.” Bill is shooting baskets
in Heaven and, if that hallowed
old gym is there (burned down
in 1969), he’s lighting up the
scoreboard.

Others who attended Perry’s
basketball games were Gunrod
(janitor at Bank of Perry) and
O.W. Waddell (a local painter).
These men usually sat on the
Perry side near the scoreboard
in the old gym. Perry was a
basketball town. Out-of-town
games would see caravans of
cars leaving Perry to see the
game. Contributing heavily
was Perry’s basketball coach,
Eric Staples, the winningest
coach in the nation. His teams
won 83 percent of their games,
often against higher classifica-
tion schools. Staples’ teams
won 8 state championships
in 15 years. Coach Paul Hart-
man’s team won a 9th state
championship in 1969. No
state championships since. For
verification, ask U.S. Senator
Sam Nunn or Georgia House
Majority Leader Larry Walker
or Judge George Nunn, all of
whom played for Coach Sta-
ples. A book by Billy Powell is
titled “Pride of the Panthers.”
You can order from Amazon.
It contains the foregoing and
much more.

Writings From The Heart

A FEW
THINGS

our pastor, Brian Leverett
did a wonderful job preach-
ing. Afterwards, we were fed
a wonderful breakfast that
would make the greatest chef
proud Later, Jean and I went to
Cordele where I preached “He
Is Risen” at Peavy Memorial
Church. In total, a very great
day. Amen.

2). Let’s pray for ALL the

APRIL 24, 2025

hackers to repent of their sins,
accept Jesus Christ as their
Savior, forsake sins, and live
for Him for the rest of their
lives. As they are, they are a
“pain in the neck”. I’ve been
hacked lately. It’s NOT fun,
hackers. Stop disrupting peo-
ple’s lives! Amen.

3). Some people like to say,
“I love you to the moon and
back”, and there is NOTH-
ING wrong with that. When
it comes to Jesus loving us, I
like to say, Jesus loves us “to
heaven and back.” Amen

“Jesus loves us (to heaven
and back) this I know, for the
Bible tells us so.” By Anna
Bartlett Warner. Until next
time.

TWO ACCIDENTS

CONTINUED FROM 1A

ongoing by the Georgia State
Patrol.

The second accident occurred
at the 118 mile-marker north-
bound involving five vehicles,
two of which were semis. Dooly
County EMS along with the
Dooly County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Georgia State Patrol and
Department of Public Transpor-
tation responded to this incident.

I-75 was blocked with only one
lane of flow of traffic due to the
debris from the accident which
slowed down traffic through-

out the interstate. That caused
the local county roads and U.S.
Highway 41 to be overwhelmed
with the amount of interstate
traffic.

It took approximately three-
and-a-half hours to clean the in-
terstate so that traffic could flow
again. Dooly County EMS trans-
ported three patients involved in
the accident to the local hospital
with no severe injuries noted.

At last report, the accident
was still under investigation by
the Ga. State Patrol. We would

BUDGET INCREASE

CONTINUED FROM 1A

on Parcel 10-7 to allow a rec-
reational vehicle to be placed
on the property located at 204
Drayton Loop in Vienna. A de-
cision had been postponed back
on January 13. That property
is currently zoned R-2 or resi-
dential multi-family. A resident
spoke in favor of the condi-
tional use request, while one
was opposed. The planning and
zoning commission had tabled
a decision back in December,
2024 until more clarity of the
ordinance could be obtained.
Following a recent meeting,
Chairman Tony Turner with a
second by Mack Jordan, the
planning and zoning board rec-
ommended the request be de-
nied due to the fact that it did
not comply with the present or-
dinance of Section nine-criteria
for the review of conditional
use and does not meet the six
items listed in that section.
Following discussion, the
commissioners agreed to ac-
cept the recommendation of
the planning and zoning board
to deny the conditional use ap-
plication request. Mr. Sanders
stated during his financial report
that he had, “expressed concern

about our local option sales tax
and special purpose local option
sales tax and recently I reached
out to Crisp County and from
February-March, our sales tax
dropped 18%. Crisp County
for that same period, increased
10%. Macon County increased
one-and-a-half percent. We’ll
wait to see what happens at the
end of this month before we get
too alarmed.”

The Dooly County Public
Works Department will con-
duct a scrap tire recycling event
Monday-Thursday May 5-8 and
Monday-Thursday May 12-15.
County residents can bring old
tires for recycling, however
there will be a limit on the total
number of tires that can be ac-
cepted. It will be on a first come
first served basis. Also the scrap
tire recycling event might end
early, depending on the number
of tires received. The county is
eligible for up to $73,000 from
the Environmental Protection
Division. Tires cannot be from a
source considered a ‘Tire Gen-
erator’ by the Georgia EPD.

The board was informed of the
need to adopt in the near future,
an ordinance regulating Crypto-

HOUSE OF RAEFORD

CONTINUED FROM 1A

recipients this fall. We’re working with our cur-
rent webpage host and have talked with other
potential hosts to understand if our webpage is
Architectural Barriers Act compliant and if not,
what plans are there to make it ABA compliant.
There is a new law that all municipal webpages
have to be ABA compliant by April of 2027. The
city attorney has been consulted.”

Amanda Neisent was scheduled to address the
council with a request to propose as the executive
director of family connections, but was unable to

attend this meeting.

According to the city administrator, “They
would partner with the city on a project to uni-
fy the literacy campaign to designate all public
parks in Vienna as ‘Get Dooly Reading’ literacy
parks. It’s not changing the name of the parks.
They’ll provide a bench with a ‘Get Dooly Read-

In other news:

also like to encourage everyone
to use caution at this time of
year when traveling on county
roads due to the increase in farm
equipment and please use ex-
treme caution when attempting
to navigate around these kinds
of farm implements.

Some of which are taking up a
large space of the road and use
must abide by all traffic rules
when over taking these vehicles.
If you have questions, please
feel free to give us a call at 229-
947-0705.

currency and Data Mining op-
erations. It was recommended
that the planning and zoning
commission advertise a public
hearing on this potential ordi-
nance at their next meeting. A
decision was tabled on a request
made by the Dooly County In-
dustrial Development Author-
ity to replace a member of that
board who has not been able to
attend the meetings.

A request by Fire Coordina-
tor Don Williford was OK’d
by the board to declare a 2006
Stewart and Stevenson Mili-
tary Cargo Truck six-by-six as
surplus property and sell it on
GovDeals. An update was pro-
vided on the River Road drain-
age project to be performed by
Griggs Construction between
Campers Haven Road and Col-
lier Cemetery Road. The work
on that will begin May 12.
Signs will be posted about that
closing.

In other news: A special elec-
tion will be held Tuesday, June
17, 2025 for two seats on the
Ga. Public Service Commis-
sion: District #2 and District #3.

that doesn’t already have little libraries in there.
They want to launch that during the summer read-
ing campaign. They want to promote literacy and
promote reading and they will provide the books,
little libraries and benches for doing that.” No ac-
tion was taken at this meeting.

e Owners of the Cafe 41 in Vienna across from

the courthouse were in attendance at the meet-
ing. This business is open for breakfast or lunch,
inside dining and carryout. Breakfast and lunch

sandwiches, salads and soups. Bakery items, cof-

ing’ plaque on it and a little library in each park

fee, tea and specialty drinks.

* Ga. Cities Week is scheduled for this week-
April 21-April 26.

* The National Day of Prayer service is planned
for the downtown park Thursday, May 1 at 12
Noon sponsored by the Vienna Church of Christ.

Free Summer Meals Program Coming This June

Contributed

As the school year winds down, we’re excited to announce our Free Summer Meals Program for June
kids 18 and under. Available the entire month of June. Two convenient options: non-congregate site at
DCHS-Mondays only starting at 10:00 a.m. (parent-guardian pickup available).

Congregate site at Dooly County K-8 Academy-Monday-Friday with breakfast 8:00 a.m. until 8:30
a.m. and lunch 10:30 a.m-11:00 a.m. No registration needed-just show up. First come, first served. If
you have any questions, contact Dooly County School Nutrition at 229-268-4761.

“Local news means the world to us.”
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DCSS Receives Georgia Reading Grant, “Promoting Literacy”

Photos by Kylie Garrard
School Superintendent Dr. Sherrod Willaford and Second Grader
Miss Jelani Jackson. Dooly County Board of Education meeting was
called to order by Second Grader Miss Jelani Jackson who is a student
in Mrs. Tyson’s class and Madame Chair Sherri Taylor.
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By Tim Franzén
News Observer Reporter

The school system was award-
ed a Georgia Reading Grant and
is committed to a partnership
promoting literacy throughout
Dooly County. The school sys-
tem received notification back
in February that the DCSS was
one of 10 districts that were
awarded the grant.

This grant according to spokes-
person Latorri West, “Will help
us to develop stronger commu-
nity partnerships, such as our
rec. department, family con-
nection and even strengthen our
community within the schools.
Literacy is a big thing and it is
something that we are striving
daily to work on in our schools
and our community. Working
through those partnerships have
really helped with our educa-
tional and community engage-
ment and working with early
literacy that we are focused on.
There was a tremendous turnout
for Literacy Night, but we’re
looking to take what we learned
from that event to go forward.
We want to continue that mo-
mentum and keep the focus on
educating our kids.”

Superintendent Dr. Sherrod
Willaford highlighted some
positive academic highlights,
“School Nutrition earned a per-
fect score. The transportation
department passed its two-day
annual bus inspections and re-
turned for p.m. bus routes.The
construction work at the high

OF PUBLIC HEARING

COMPLETION OF CDBG GRANT # 22p-x-046-2-6317

City of Vienna has completed the FY 2022 Community Development Block Grant. The following
activities were completed: P-03J-01 Water Improvements, T-03J-00 Engineering and A-21A-00
Administration. Each of these grant activities benefited a total of 298 persons.

City of Vienna will hold a PUBLIC HEARING on Wednesday April 30" at 1:00pm at the Vienna City Hall,
203 West Cotton Street, Vienna, GA 31092 for the purpose of discussing the completed activities and
receiving citizen comments. All citizens are invited to attend this Hearing.

A copy of the Final Quarterly Report is now available at City Hall for review. Any person desiring to
comment on the performance of the project may write to the City at PO Box 436, Vienna, GA 31092,

The City of Vienna is committed to providing all persons with equal access to its services, programs,
activities, education and employment regardless of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, familial
status, disability or age. The city is committed to further Fair Housing. For reasonable accommodation
or if you need an alternative format or language please contact city clerk, Margaret Shelley at 229-268-

4744 before April 29th.

Persons with hearing disabilities can contact us through the Georgia Relay Service, by dialing (TDD) 1-

800-255-0056 or (Voice) 1-800-255-0135.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTLINITY

school with upgrades at DCCA
are shaping up. The stadium up-
grades in particular with the sta-
dium and the concession stands.
Professional learning for Full
Time Equivalent, a new system
that’s coming down to us from
the state. We are also getting
ready for testing.”

The special ed department is
completing internal preparation
for federal and state monitoring.
Professional learning sessions
are being scheduled for future
dates. Dr. Rodney McBride and
Mrs. Kylie Garrard attended the
National Youth at Risk Confer-
ence. We’re in the midst of our
financial audit as well. Our fi-
nancial literacy workshop was
very informative. Mr. Brian
Cromartie from Wells Fargo
discussed ways to overcome
financial challenges, manag-
ing finances, adjusting daily
spending, developing savings
plans and understanding credit.
We were also entertained by
the Golden Sound of the South.
The DCMS track team was fea-
tured on Top Rated Sports at
a track meet held in Ashburn,

Ga. The board approved the
purchase of summer essential
backpacks and 500 workbooks
in the amount of $20,496. The
students will provide essential
educational resources and sup-
port for grades K-five to prevent
summer learning loss.

The school board also OK’d
the latest DCSS 2025-2026
employee handbook, Dooly
County Prep Academy Code of
Conduct, DC K-8 Student Code
of Conduct and Dooly County
Student Code of Conduct. The
construction of a DCHS Senso-
ry Room for special ed students
that will be supported by trained
staff, the room would be a struc-
tured environment so that the
kids receive maximum benefits.
The cost would be $34,000 and
the funding source would be the
special education budget.

The school board agreed to
submit a Dooly County School
System-Georgia School Boards
Association Exemplary Board
application to recognize the
way that the school system is
working towards increasing
its all around success rate. The

school board also gave a green-
light to the Fiscal Year 2026 sal-
ary schedules and supplements.

Mr. David Barron addressed
the board and stated, “We have
had things that have been ac-
complished in the past and we
never got recognition for it.
That’s what creates pride here
in Dooly County and we need to
do something about that. We're
always picking on the rec. de-
partment and the rec. depart-
ment is good and is doing well.
Guess what, Dooly County’s
future is at the high school be-
cause they’re good too. Why is
it that we went 0-10 (football)
and 1-21 (in basketball)? Some-
thing’s wrong with that picture
right there.”

Items for board discussion fea-
tured a powerpoint presentation
by Mr. David McLaughlin, vice
president of business develop-
ment with ESS. His company
specializes in hiring, placing
and managing qualified substi-
tute teachers and school support
staff in K-12 districts. No action
was taken.

‘Boots and Bows’

Father-Daughter Ball

Contributed

We warmly invite you to join
us for our “Boots and Bows”
Father-Daughter Ball on Sat-
urday, April 26 at 5:00 p.m. in
the DCES cafeteria. Ticket In-
formation: Presale: $15 for Fa-
thers | $5 for Daughters. At the
Door: $20 for Fathers | $10 for
Daughters. This year’s theme is
Western, and we encourage all
attendees to dress in Western-
themed attire—though it is not
required. Come out and support
the Dooly County Golden Sound
of the South Band Program as
we celebrate an evening of fun,
family, and community. We look
forward to seeing you there.

DO YOU NEED
TO ADVERTISE?
Contact our Sales
Rep Phyllis Keaton
by EMAIL.
phyllis.keaton@
yahoo.com
or call (229)938-6253

FATHER'DAUGHTERSIALLER TWERRP” —a

APRIL 2672025 @) 5PM

Date/Time
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Federal judge sides
with Georgia in

‘wat " with
- water wars wi
Dooly County School District
Tentative General Fund and Special Funds Budgets - All Funds A]aba ma
July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026
By Dave Williams AliKhan wrote in a 38-page
Bureau Chief decision. “The record is re-
. lete with evidence showin
Total Special School Nutrition Capitol Beat News Eegligible or non-signiﬁcangt
Description All Funds General Fund  Capital Projects  Debt Service Revenues Program Service impacts.”
ANTICIPATED REVENUES ATLANTA - The state of - Danny Jackson, managing
Georgia has won another le-  girector of natural resources
Local Property Taxes $ 7864982 $ 6304982 $ 1,560,000 §$ $ $ gal case in its long-running ¢ the ARC, praised the rul-
Local Sales Taxes - $ - - “water wars” with Florida ing.
Other Local Sources 1,000,000 § 1,000,000 - - and Alabama. “We are pleased to have a fi-
State 9,203,994 § 7,153,835 - - 2,050,158 i A federal judge Monday e s ]
- y g 5 z nal decision that brings long
Federal 2933386 § 1,975,687 957,699 ded with Georeia. the U S d {
Total Anlicipated Revenues $§ 21002362 $  14.458.817 % 1,560,000 & § 4842897 § 957,699 sided with Georgia, the U.S. awaited certainty to all ACT
Transfers From Other Funds - - - - s Army Corps of Engineers, gaeholders after decades
Sale of Fixed Assets = - : - the Atlanta Regional Com- ¢ litigation,” he said. “This
Fund Balance 7/1/2024 3,369,306 3,029,306 340,000 - - mission (ARC), and the . ’ .
Tolal Funds Available § 24,371,668 § 17486123 § __ 1.900,000 5 § 4842897 S 557691 | opp © Mariotta W ruling affirms our communi-
obb County-Marietta Wa-  tjes’ responsible management
ANTICIPATED EXPENDITURES ter Authority in a dispute  and investment in water re-
_ over allocation of water  goyrces. We look forward to
Instruction $ 10453,396 $ 7,009,464 § $ $ 3.443,932 $ from Lake Allatoona. collaboration with all of the
Pupil Services 973,345 GRB, S0 $ 2¥a,Bab The decision upheld the ;
Improvement of Instructional Services 464,823 323,704 $ 141,119 , O stakeholders in our shared
Instructional Staff Training 382,044 26,500 ¥ 356,444 COI’PS decision in 2021 to river basins to address water
Educational Media Services 362,473 311,500 $ 50,973 grant Metro Atlanta’s water challenges together.”
Federal Grant Administration 211,683 - $ 211,683 supply requests from the  yn Georgia’s other long-run-
General Adminislration 1,302,521 1.302.521 3 ’ lake and allocate more of the -
School Administralion 1,486,324 1,486,324 $ - ho 1 ning water wars battle with
Business Administration 501,981 501,981 $ - reservoir to meet the long-  the state of Florida, the U.S.
Mainlenance & Operalion of Plant Services 1,710,626 1,700,318 $ 10,308 term needs of Cartersville Supreme Court also sided
Sludent Transportation Service 1,214,118 887,064 $ 327,054 and Bartow County. The ity Georgia, ruling in 2021
Cenlral Supporl Services 645,126 645,126 3 2 i : » T
Other Support Services 205,039 177,500 3 27,539 state of Alafbamalhad Cha} that Florida failed to prove
Other Outlays - . $ ; -|| lenged the federal agency’s s allegations that Georgia’s
School Nutrition Services 1,452,530 $ 1,452,530 decision, arguing it would 4¢er consumption from the
Enlerprise Operalions x " || allocate too much water  Chagtahoochee and Flint river
Capital Projects 5 - .
DEEI ServicJ;e 755577 755 577 ’flfolIln the ﬁag’;mlgfcoﬁa' systems caused the failure of
Undislributed - - : - - allapoosa (ACT) River Ba-  Fjorida’s oyster industry in
Total Expenditures $ 22,122,506 3% 15,071,502 % 755577 % - 3 4842897 § 1,452 530 sin to Georgia. Apalachicola Bay.
Transfers lo Other Funds g : = : : z “Backed by thorough anal- Representatives of water
] I 307, 249,16 4 144,423 § - 0§ 494 831 . . . . .
Fund Balance 6/30/2025 $ 2249162 § 2,416,620 $ 1 23 § § ( | ysis, factfinding, and experi-  gupply systems in Gwinnett,
#The Dooly County Board of Education will hold its [irst public hearing on the Fiscal Year 2026 General Fund & Special Funds Budget on Wednesday, April 30, ence, the C(?I‘pS deteﬁml}ed Forsyth and Hall counties fi-
2025 at 9:00 a.m that  granting  Georgia’s  palized an agreement with the
s ; ; ; . . T ; e water-supply request would  gate of Georgia the following
*The Dooly County Board of Education will hold its second public hearing on Wednesday, April 30, 2025 for the Fiscal Year 2026 General Fund & Special Funds have little, if any, effect” year guaranteeing them water
Budget at 1100 pm s >
& P on Alabama’s water needs, from Lake Lanier through
*All meetings will be held af the times referenced in the Board Room at the Dooly County Board of Education Central Ollice, 202 Cotton Street, Vienna, GA U.S. District Judge Loren 2050.
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Bobcats Soccer
Teams Ready for

the State

Ay f——

Contributed

The Lady Bobcats secured
a 2-1 win in overtime against
Hawkinsville last Wednesday
in ‘The Grove’ and with that
win, the girls secured the #two
spot in the region. Eunise Reyes
and Sophia Gracia each had one
goal. Seniors Angela Borrallas,
Keili Reyes, Esmeralda Reyes,
Eunise Reyes, Kenia Gonzalez,
Gleyni Velasquez and Kaziya
Burden were all recognized
at halftime of their victorious
match.

The Bobcats meanwhile se-
cured a 4-1 win over Hawkins-
ville. Gustavo Jimenez had a
hat trick (three goals) and Jesus
Vega had one goal. It was also
Senior night with Julian Garcia
and Jason Mendoza honored at
halftime of the match.

Next up, we traveled to
Milledgeville, Ga. to take on
Georgia Military College last
Thursday. Our girls dropped
their match against GMC with
a score of 3-0. The Lady Bob-

May 27, 2025
thru

June 13, 2025
June 6, 2025

o

i

District 2

Democratic

Republican

District 3

Democratic
Democratic
Democratic
Democratic

Republican
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Playoffs

cats had several players out, but
we’re still proud of their efforts.
The Bobcats also dropped last
Thursday’s match with a score
of 5-1. Jesus Vega scored our
lone goal.

We’re proud of our boys for
their efforts. Next up, our boys
traveled to Cordele, Ga. Satur-
day, April 19 to take on Crisp
County in our last regular sea-
son non region match for the
Bobcats and unfortunately we
came out on the short end 2-0.
Definitely not the result we
wanted but it was a good tune
up for the state playoffs. The
boys overall record is 16-4 and
8-2 in the region.

The Lady Bobcats are 13-7
overall and 8-4 in region play.
Next up, the girls hosted South-
west Georgia STEM Charter
Tuesday, April 22 in the First
Round of the GHSA State Play-
offs, while the boys entertained
Crawford County Wednesday,
April 23 in the ‘The Grove’
with the kickoff at 6:00 p.m.

402 Hawkinsuville, Rd
SPECIAL " ina GA31092
ELEC T TION 229-268-9023

Special Primary Election (PSC)
Public Service Commissioner

Junei7, 2025

Election Day - All precincts will open 7am to 7pm
Deadline to register for the Special PSC Election

Monday, May 19, 2025

Early Voting at the Vienna Voting Precinct ONLY 8am to Spm
Early Voting for June 17, 2025 Special Primary PSC Election
PSC (Public Service Commissioner) Election

Monday thru Friday 8:00 am thru 5:00 pm

(Saturday Voting Days May 31% & June 7' — 8am — 5pm)

Last day to accept absentee ballot applications for the
June 17, 2025 Special Primary PSC Election
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Public Service Commissioners

- Alicia Monique Johnson

- Lee Muns

Timothy Guy Echols (Incumbent)

Public Service Commissioners

- Daniel Blackman

- Peter Jacob Hubbard
- Keisha Sean Waites

- Robert Leslie Jones

- Terrell Fitz Johnson Sr (Incumbent)

Dooly County Election

Fullington Academy Celebrates
Senior Day Thursday

By Head Coach
Benji Brown

Last week, we had sort of a
rough go of it finishing our re-
gion series with Grace Chris-
tian Tuesday in Bainbridge, Ga.
with a 10-0 loss. We only had
two hits in the contest and those
came late. We just never could
get anything going. Our two
hits belonged to Cutter Tharpe
and the other two John Wilson
Floyd in either the fourth or fifth
inning.

We didn’t play well early in
the game and got behind 7-0
in the first two innings, but af-
ter that, we settled down and
played a little bit better, but we
just couldn’t get a hit, which
resulted in a 10-0 loss. Then
last Thursday, we hosted Grace
Christian in our third game in
the region series and lost 9-4
and we probably should have
won. We didn’t play well de-
fensively where we kicked it
around and made nine errors.

I thought Bryson Faulk pitched
exceptionally well and deserved
a much better fate than what he
got. His line was six innings,
five hits, eight runs and only

three of them earned, three
walks and six strikeouts. We
did hit the ball a little bit better
with eight hits on the day; Cut-
ter Tharpe and Garlan Godfrey
both had two hits-a-piece and
led the way.

We had the bases loaded a
couple of times and then we just
couldn’t bust it open. You leave
the ballpark a little frustrated
just thinking if you had played a
little bit better that you probably
would have won the ball game.
Last Friday, we played Terrell
Academy at home, which is a
AAA school.

They’re not as good as they’ve
been in the past, but they’ve still
got a pretty good ball club. The
seniors that they have waited
their turn because they’ve been
really good the last three or four
years and they ended up beating
us 14-4 and again we had our
chances to make it a little closer
than that, but I think we had the
bases loaded once and had run-
ners at second and third two or
three times. I thought our pitch-
ing was pretty good. We threw
three eighth graders for the five
innings that we played. Cash
Greene, Eli Ashley both pitched
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Photo byrBonnie Havesler

Bryson Faulk, who pitched exceptionally well in a 9-4 loss to Grace
Christian last week.

an inning and Brantley Ross
threw three innings for us and
all three of them pitched well.
They got outs and soft contact
and again, we made a few errors
again that cost us in the long
run. This week, we only played

twice against Georgia Christian
in Dasher, Ga. Tuesday and then
this Thursday, we’re home to
play Southland Academy and
that’s going to be senior day for
us with a 4:30 start.

FA Senior Will
Greer-Scholarship
Recipient

Cdl-itributed

A big congratulations to Senior FFA officer
Will Greer who was one of 29 Future Farm-
ers of America members from across the state
who was awarded a Georgia FFA Foundation
Scholarship. He will be recognized on stage
during the third general session at the Ga. FFA
State Convention in just a few short weeks.

Lady Trojan
Evelyn Fletcher
Advances to
GIAA State
Tennis Tourney

Contributed

Congratulations and good luck
to Fullington Academy’s Evelyn
Fletcher. She has advanced to the
GIAA state tennis tournament and
is currently ranked #five in the
state in women’s singles.

GIAA INDIVIDUAL TENNIS

Contributed

The Vienna Garden Club held its annual plant
sale on the downtown square. All profits will

go to the Sayra Ambrose Scholarship fund for
college-bound seniors from Dooly County High
School and Fullington Academy.

Contributed
The Dooly County High School JROTC repre-
sented its school and themselves with pride while

in Warwick Ga. Also pictured is Warwick May-

presenting the Colors at the recent GRITS festival

or Juanita Kinchen who is a major supporter of
the Dooly County High School JROTC.
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